
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
As we are now in this time of “social distancing” with restrictions on public gathering, we want 
to offer you an opportunity that even though we cannot worship together physically, we can 
worship together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common readings and prayers.  This guide 
can be used over the next two Sundays for March 22nd and March 29th, and we will update this 
for April 4th, and April 12th, and moving forward.  Since we may be unable to be together for at 
least 8 weeks, we still want to be connected in our own personal worship.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship” 

  
Decide on the space for your worship. 
 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship Guide for March 22nd and March 29th 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude 

Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember 
that during this same time, we are worshipping together.   

 
Call To Worship  
In You, O Lord, we put our trust.   Let us never be ashamed; deliver us in Your righteousness.   
Bow down Your ear to us and deliver us quickly.  Be our Rock of refuge, and our fortress of 
defense.  For You are our Rock and our fortress; therefore for Your name’s sake, lead and 
guide us.  Let us worship God! 
 
Hymn:  The Solid Rock 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 (Sin and evil are real, and no one is without sin.  Naming the evil robs it of power and 
frees us from the mistaken belief we should, or can, be sinless.  Confession and forgiveness in 
Jesus Christ set us free from sin and guilt, and allow us to live joyfully dependent upon God’s 
grace.  At the ellipsis (…) add your own confession.) 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heard 
and mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Hear now and accept 
our personal confessions…. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall 
be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness (Pardon) 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven!  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy spirit, keep you in eternal life.   
 
Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 
Hearing the Word 
Scripture Readings March 22nd 
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
   Psalm 23 
New Testament: Ephesians 5:8-14 
Gospel Lesson: John 9: 1-41 
"The Surprising Shepherd Anoints and Heals" 
text: `... for the Lord does not see as mortals see.' I Samuel 16:7 
Focus: God sees the future of a man named David and of the man born blind. Can we? 



Scripture Readings March 29th 
Old Testament: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 
   Psalm 130 
New Testament: Romans 8:6-11 
   John 11:1-45 
The Story of Lazarus is Your Story" 
text: `... I am the resurrection and the life.' John 11:25 
 
Reflection and Interpretation 
Silent reflections on the meaning of the scripture.  If you are worshipping as a family, discuss 
what you have read.  Children and adults may create art as an interpretation of scripture. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord who taught us to prayer by saying: 
 
 Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Song:  Grace Alone 
Benediction: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord you 
God is with you wherever you go.  (Joshua 1:9b). The grace of God be with us all, now and 
always. Amen.   



The Solid Rock 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
 
(refrain) 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand- All other ground is sinking sand,  
all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;  
In every high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil. 
(repeat refrain) 
When He shall come with trumpet sound’ O may I then in Him be found,  
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne. 
(repeat refrain) 
 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, Drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 
 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Starts and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise, 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Changing bird and glowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, Ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father Christ, our Brother- All who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, Life us to the joy divine. 
 
Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us, Brother love binds man to man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grace Alone 
Scott Wesley Brown, Jeff Nelson 
Every promise we can make 
Every prayer and step of faith 
Every difference we can make 
Is only by His grace 
Every mountain we will climb 
Every ray of hope we shine 
Every blessing left behind 
Is only by His grace 
Grace alone Which God supplies 
Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us, our cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone 
Every soul we long to reach 
Every heart we hope to teach 
Everywhere we share His peace 
Is only by His grace 
Every loving word we say 
Every tear we wipe away 
Every sorrow turned to praise 
Is only by His grace 
Grace alone Which God supplies 
Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us, our cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone. 
 


