
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
Here is the Worship Guide for this Sunday May 10th.  Happy Mother’s Day!  Dottie Roush 
shared how strange it was that she would not be preparing flowers for distribution to the 
women of our church family.  We are so thankful to Dottie and her mother Dot Willig, for the 
many years they provided flowers to us, and the years since her Mom’s death, that Dottie has 
still been providing these beautiful blooms.  She suggested a link that shows how to grow 
vegetables from scraps which may be something you want to do at home (especially those with 
children.)  https://youtu.be/rk2Z954prz4 
 
Thank you to those who have shared with me how you are using the guide.  I am glad to know 
you are finding it useful.   My prayer continues to be that you will use this guide as an 
opportunity to worship together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common readings, prayers 
and music.  For those of you that can access YouTube, I have included links for the music.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 



Sunday May 10, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember that 
during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
Come let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for He is our God 
and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. (Psalm 95: 6-7) 
  
Song: This is the Day https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TXZwW0D2OZ4 
 

Mothers’ Day Liturgy 
Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers, we give you thanks for our 

mothers. We are grateful that you chose to give us life through them, and that they received the gift of 
life from your hands, and gave it to us. Thank you for the sacrifices they made in carrying us and giving 
us birth. 

We thank you for the women who raised us, who were our mothers in childhood. Whether birth 
mom, adopted mom, older sister, aunt, grandmother, stepmother or someone else, we thank you for 
those women who held us and fed us, who cared for us and kissed away our pain. We pray that our lives 
may reflect the love they showed us, and that they would be pleased to be called our moms. 

 
We pray for older moms whose children are grown. 
Grant them joy and satisfaction for a job well done. 
We pray for new moms experiencing changes they could not predict. 
Grant them rest and peace as they trust you for the future. 
We pray for pregnant women who will soon be moms. 
Grant them patience and good counsel in the coming months. 
We pray for moms who face the demands of single parenthood. 
Grant them strength and wisdom. 
We pray for moms who enjoy financial abundance. 
Grant them time to share with their families. 
We pray for moms who are raising their children in poverty. 
Grant them relief and justice. 
We pray for step-moms. 
Grant them patience and understanding and love. 
We pray for moms who are separated from their children. 
Grant them faith and hope. 
We pray for moms in marriages that are in crisis. 
Grant them support and insight. 
We pray for moms who have lost children. 
Grant them comfort in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 



We pray for adoptive mothers. 
Grant them joy and gratitude for the gift you have provided. 
We pray for girls and women who think about being moms. 
Grant them wisdom and discernment. 
We pray for women who desperately want, or wanted, to be moms. 
Grant them grace to accept your timing and will. 
We pray for all women who have assumed the mother’s role in a child’s life. 
Grant them joy and the appreciation of others. 
We pray for those people present who are grieving the loss of their mother in the past year. 
Grant them comfort and hope in Christ’s resurrection. 

 
Lord, we thank you for the gift of motherhood. We thank you for the many examples of faithful 

mothers in scripture, like Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth, and Lois. Hear now the first names of other women 
who have inspired us by their motherly examples . . . We are mindful this day of all these women, and 
especially Mary the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, who had the courage in faith to say “yes” to your 
calling. May these women gathered here today emulate these examples of faith. And may they model 
for all the rest of us what it means to be your disciple. Bless them on this special day; in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 (Mother’s Day Liturgy provided by worshiphelps.blog.com) 

(choose one of both of the songs listed below) 
Fairest Lord Jesus https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElDYW1OZfMk 
Shout to the Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn5CMSSAx_c 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and to 
give more than we either desire or deserve.  Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy.  Forgive us those things which our conscience is afraid to admit is not your will for our 
lives, and give us those good things for which are not worthy to ask for, but which you have 
promised to us, through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.  One God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Prayer for Illumination 
God of life, Your Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers 
of Scripture.  Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge Him as Lord.  We ask 
that You will send Your Spirit now to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith and hope 
through the proclamation of Your Holy Word.  Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading:  New Testament John 14: 1-11 
In My Father’s House – author Ron Graham from simplybible.com 
—John 14:1-6 

Jesus says that he is going back to heaven to prepare a place for his disciples; and that he will 
come back again to take them there (John 14:1-6). 



Life can be very troublesome; and if not troublesome, then tedious. It is normal for us to look 
for what lends meaning to our lives, and gives satisfaction. For some reason, most people 
refuse to look to Jesus to give meaning to life and peace to their hearts; they look elsewhere. 
When we listen to Jesus, however, we find the answer to our quest. He encourages us to 
replace the anxieties and confusion in our hearts with a simple but absolute belief in him. His 
promises give meaning and purpose to our lives, greater and higher than anyone or anything 
else can offer. His promises are absolutely real and true. 

1 You Have Peace Through Faith 

Jesus says, "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in me" (John 
14:1). Here Jesus makes himself equal with God. He is implying that anyone who believes in 
God must, to be consistent, believe also in him. Jesus isn't suggesting that we have two faiths, 
one in God and the other in Jesus. Rather, he is telling us to have a complete faith, not a half 
faith —faith in God but lacking faith in God’s Son. 

Basis of Faith 

To those who say to Jesus, “Why should we believe in you?” Jesus gives no answer in this 
verse (John 14:1) other than the implication that he is equal with God. But further down Jesus 
said, "Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father in me, or else believe me because of 
the very works that I do" (John 14:11). The miracles that Jesus wrought proved that he is God’s 
Son and is worthy of our faith and trust. 

Result of Faith 

The result of believing in Jesus is peace. Our hearts are no longer troubled and anxious. We may 
have sorrows, we may have uncertainties in life, but we have the compassion and power of 
Jesus to help us through, and knowing this gives us peace and hope and strength. 

On another occasion, Jesus said, "Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls." (Matthew 11:28-29). 

2 You Have a Place in Heaven 

Christ’s promise of peace reaches far beyond this life, and into eternity. He assures us that he 
left this earth and went to his Father’s house in heaven to prepare a place for us. "In my 
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so I would have told you; I go to prepare a 
place for you" (John 14:2). 



This wondrous promise gives our lives meaning. Instead of viewing this life as a few decades in 
which to accomplish something and then die forever, we understand that this life is a short 
though difficult journey to an eternal home where we can accomplish everything good and 
satisfying, and die never. As Jesus said to Martha, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live" (John 11:25). Jesus also said, "For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life." (John 3:16). 

To know that there is a place for us in God’s own eternal home —well what more do we need 
to feel fulfilled and at peace? 

3 You Have a Promise of Christ’s Return 

To believe in this promise of a place in our Father’s house, it helps for us to know how we are 
going to get there safely. Jesus assures us that he himself will personally return, gather us up to 
him, and escort us to our new home. "Since I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also" (John 14:3). 

Jesus says that nobody can come to the Father except through him. "I am the way, the truth, 
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me" (John 14:6). Unless we are in that 
blessed gathering that Jesus himself escorts to heaven on that last day, we have no other way 
of getting there and will never see our Father’s house. How do we become one of those who 
are assured of this escort to heaven? Jesus himself tells us what is required, as follows... 

Six Steps to Grace 

The words of Paul in Romans (and his agreement with Jesus in the gospels) on what people 
should do to receive grace. 

1. Hearing Christ’s word (Romans 10:8-17, Matthew 7:24). 

2. Believing —having faith (Romans 1:16-17, John 3:16). 

3. Repentance from sin (Romans 2:4-5, Romans 6:1-2, Luke 5:31-32). 

4. Confessing Christ (Romans 10:8-10, Matthew 10:32). 

5. Being baptized into Christ’s death (Romans 6:3-4, Mark 16:15-16). 

6. Ongoing commitment (Romans 12:1-2, Romans 12:11-12, Luke 9:62). 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 



Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to prayer by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song: Grace Alone https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6lhilgWXIE 
 
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
This is the Day 
This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made 
We will rejoice, we will rejoice, and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day, that the Lord has made. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fairest Lord Jesus 
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, O Thou of God and man the Son; 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 
 
Fair are the meadows, Fairer still the woodlands, Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 
Fair is the sunshine, Fairer still the moonlight, and all the twinkling starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the Angels heaven can boast. 
 
Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations! Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine! 
 
Shout to the Lord 
Verse 
My Jesus my Saviour 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 
 
Chorus 
Shout to the Lord 
All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty 
Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down 
And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy 
At the work of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You 
Forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise 
I have in You 
 
CCLI Song # 1406918 
Darlene Zschech 
© 1993 Wondrous Worship (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 



 
Grace Alone 
 
Verse 1 
Ev'ry promise we can make 
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb 
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine 
Ev'ry blessing left behind 
Is only by His grace 
 
 
Chorus 
Grace alone which God supplies 
Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us our Cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone 
 
 
Verse 2 
Ev'ry soul we long to reach 
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry loving word we say 
Ev'ry tear we wipe away 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise 
Is only by His grace 
 
CCLI Song # 2335524 
Jeff Nelson | Scott Wesley Brown 
© 1998 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
 
 
 
 
 


