
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
This week we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Fifty days after Christ’s 
resurrection.  This is the 11th Sunday since we have been able to worship together in our 
sanctuary.  But the “church” is not closed.  We are the church.  The body of Christ, and we are 
still working together.  We are still supporting each other, worshipping together though apart, 
and praying for each other.  Hopefully we will be able to physically be together soon!  We are 
waiting for updates from WJ Presbytery, and as soon as we know a date, so will you.   
 
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and 
may the Lord continue to bless and keep you. 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 31, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family 
and sense the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  
Remember that during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
Spirit of God, You are the breath of creation, and the wind of change that blows through 
our lives, opening us up to new dreams and hope, and a new life in Christ Jesus.  Let us 
worship God! 
  
Song:  Spirit of the Living Godhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06h3J5FYn-I 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Almighty God, you poured out your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold tongues, 
open ears, and a new community of faith.  We confess that we hold back the force of 
your Spirit among us.  We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of 
your love, or live as a people made on in Christ.  Have mercy on us, o God.  Transform 
our timid lives by the power of your Spirit and fill us with a flaming desire to be your 
faithful people, doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 
What is Pentecost?  (source Christianity.com) 
 
If you go back and read the Old Testament, you will discover that Pentecost was one of 
the Jewish feast days. Only they didn't call it Pentecost. That's the Greek name. The 
Jews called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks. It is mentioned five places in 
the first five books—in Exodus 23, Exodus 24, Leviticus 16, Numbers 28, 
and Deuteronomy 16. It was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of 
harvest. In Palestine there were two harvests each year. The early harvest came during 
the months of May and June; the final harvest came in the Fall. Pentecost was the 
celebration of the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant that Pentecost 
always fell sometime during the middle of the month of May or sometimes in early June. 
 
There were several festivals, celebrations, or observances that took place before 
Pentecost. There was Passover, there was Unleavened Bread, and there was the Feast 
of Firstfruits. The Feast of Firstfruits was the celebration of the beginning of the barley 
harvest. Here's the way you figured out the date of Pentecost. According to the Old 
Testament, you would go to the day of the celebration of Firstfruits, and beginning with 
that day, you would count off 50 days. The fiftieth day would be the Day of Pentecost. 
So Firstfruits is the beginning of the barley harvest and Pentecost the celebration of the 
beginning of the wheat harvest. As we read Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came on this day. 
 



 
Prayer for Illumination 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
pour out on us the abundant gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
May the work begun by the Spirit on the day of Pentecost continue in us as we hear 
your Word and do your will. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading:  Acts 2 
The Sermon that Launched the Church by Stephen Cole from www.bible.org 
 
I have read that the number one fear that people have is the fear of speaking in public. 
It ranks ahead of the fear of death! The fear of speaking in public would increase if a 
person knew that he would be speaking to a hostile audience. Add to that the fact that 
the audience is not just a small group, but at least five to ten thousand hostile people, 
and you must address them without a public address system! To make matters worse, 
you have made a fool out of yourself just weeks before in such a manner that many in 
your audience would have heard about it. And, you have no time to prepare your 
message. The opportunity presents itself and you’re on—without any notes! 
Such was the situation facing Peter on the Day of Pentecost. The sound of the rushing 
wind from heaven had drawn a large crowd, which then heard all the believers speaking 
of the great deeds of God in the many different native languages of the crowd. This 
perplexed them as they asked, “What does this mean?” (2:12). But others in the crowd 
were mocking and accusing the believers of being drunk. It was to this Jewish crowd in 
the city of Jerusalem, where Jesus had been killed just over seven weeks ago, that 
Peter delivered the sermon that launched the church. In terms of results—about 3,000 
got saved that day—it was one of the greatest sermons ever preached. 

Luke here only gives us the gist of that great sermon (2:40). But even so, there is far 
more here than I can deal with in the time allotted to me. Thus I plan to give an overview 
of the whole sermon today and then go back in future weeks and look more in depth at 
certain parts of it. I want to walk you through this sermon, explaining the flow of thought 
so that you grasp Peter’s method and argument. Even though you may never be called 
on to preach to a crowd, you will have opportunities to bear witness for Christ. Studying 
Peter’s sermon can help you be ready. 

Peter begins (2:14-21) with the questions that the crowd was asking about the 
phenomena of Pentecost, linking what they saw and heard to the prophecy of Joel 2:28-
32. He then (2:22-36) rather abruptly shifts to the person of Jesus, arguing as his 
bottom line that God authenticated Jesus as Lord and Christ, “this Jesus whom you 
crucified” (2:36). But he builds his argument inductively (a good method with hostile 



audiences), building his case point by point, but not giving the main point until last. 
When his audience responds with conviction of sin, asking, “What shall we do?” Peter 
tells them to repent and be baptized, and 3,000 did so. 
Notice that twice Peter appeals to his audience to listen carefully to his words (2:14, 22). 
No matter how dynamic or dull the speaker may be, the audience has a responsibility to 
listen carefully. Even the Lord Jesus, the most gifted speaker in history, exhorted His 
audiences to take care how they listened (Luke 8:18). In other words, the responsibility 
for a good sermon lies not only with the preacher, but also with the hearers. We should 
always ask God to give us ears to hear what He wants to say to us through His Word. 
Peter begins with a touch of humor. Some mockers were accusing the believers who 
spoke in tongues of being drunk. Peter could have ignored them or responded 
defensively, but instead he says, in effect, “It’s too early for us to be drunk!” The Jews 
would not normally have eaten or drunk at this hour during the Feast of Pentecost. 
Often, a touch of humor can disarm your critics long enough to gain a hearing. If you are 
called on to preach, your introduction should grab the attention of the audience and 
make them want to hear the rest of what you have to say. 

Then, Peter explains that the phenomena they had seen and heard were “what was 
spoken of through the prophet Joel” (2:16). He proceeds to quote, with a few minor 
variations, Joel 2:28-32. Later Peter will cite Psalm 16:8-11 and Psalm 110:1. He did not 
have a Bible in book form, since books as we know them were not yet invented. And he 
did not unroll several scrolls to the right text so that he could read these verses. Rather, 
he recited them from memory! If you want to be an effective witness for Jesus Christ, 
you must memorize certain Scriptures that explain the gospel. You will not always have 
a Bible handy to look up the verses. 
Peter’s citation of Joel makes three points: 

A. IN THE LAST DAYS, GOD WILL POUR FORTH OF HIS SPIRIT ON ALL FLESH 
(2:17-18). 

Joel’s prophecy actually says, “after this,” but Peter changes it to “the last days.” The 
time from Jesus’ first coming until His second coming can all be referred to as the last 
days. The apostles did not know that it would stretch out to 2,000 years. But as Paul put 
it, we are the ones “upon whom the ends of the ages have come” (1 Cor. 10:11). Peter 
warned “that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their 
own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?’” (2 Pet. 3:3-4). He goes 
on to say that with the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like 



one day. But Peter’s citation of Joel is simply making the point, we are now in the end 
times when this prophecy will be fulfilled. 
Peter’s use of Joel is in line with what biblical scholars have identified from the Dead 
Sea Scrolls as a typical form of Hebrew teaching, called a “pesher” (from the Hebrew 
word for “interpretation”). “It lays all emphasis on fulfillment without attempting to 
exegete the details of the biblical prophecy it ‘interprets’” (Richard 
Longenecker, Expositor’s Bible Commentary [Zondervan], 9:275). Thus Peter never 
specifically shows how prophecy, visions, and dreams are identified with the 
phenomenon of speaking in tongues that everyone had heard. But he seems to use this 
passage since it is “the nearest equivalent to tongues in Old Testament phraseology” (I. 
Howard Marshall, Acts [IVP/Eerdmans], p. 73). 
Peter’s main point is not the particular form that the outpouring of the Spirit took, but 
rather that He was poured out “on all flesh.” Not just the prophets or rabbis, but even 
sons and daughters would experience this outpouring of the Spirit (2:17). Not just the 
older men, but also younger men would know the Lord and His will (“visions”). Not just 
the wealthy, but even bondslaves would know the fulness of the Spirit. Not just men, but 
also women would have the Spirit. As the apostle Paul later taught, “by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and 
we were all made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13). No believer today lacks the 
presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
B. THIS OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A TIME OF 
TERRIBLE JUDGMENT (2:19-20). 

Peter did not know how soon these judgments would take place (since Joel does not 
indicate such). He was not claiming that they had been fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost; 
rather, he is saying that these things would precede “the great and glorious day of the 
Lord.” Since the prophecy had begun to be fulfilled, as evidenced by the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, it is reasonable to assume that the rest will come to pass in due time. 

Some relate these signs in the heavens back to the darkening of the sky on the day of 
Jesus’ crucifixion, understanding them “as tokens of the advent of the day of the Lord” 
(F. F. Bruce, The Book of Acts [Eerdmans], p. 69). Others interpret these signs as 
symbols for any cataclysmic judgments, whether volcanoes, earthquakes, fires, or 
whatever. I might grant that there may have been an initial, symbolic fulfillment when 
Titus destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70. But Revelation 6:12 predicts these same signs 
when the Lamb breaks the sixth seal during the Great Tribulation. Thus the literal 



fulfillment still awaits that time just prior to the return of Christ when He will judge the 
whole world. 
Peter’s point is that the outpouring of the Spirit predicted by Joel has happened. The 
Messianic age has begun. Can God’s awful judgment predicted in the same passage be 
far behind? Then Joel offers good news: 

C. EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED (2:21). 

Here is the great mercy of our God! He offers to those who deserve His judgment a 
means of escape. Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Up to this point, Peter has been rather generic. He has linked the phenomena of 
Pentecost to Joel’s prophecy about the outpouring of God’s Spirit in the last days. This 
hints that the day of Messiah has dawned, inaugurating the last days, but he hasn’t yet 
said that clearly. He has also brought up the subject of God’s judgment at the final Day 
of the Lord, but he hasn’t stated yet that his audience (good religious Jews) needs to 
fear that judgment. And he has set forth the offer of God’s mercy for anyone who will 
take it. But now he shifts from preaching to meddling! He gets specific about just who 
this Lord is that a person must call upon to be saved. He shows them that they had 
crucified their Messiah! 

2. God authenticated Jesus as both Lord and Christ (2:22-36). 

Although he doesn’t state the punch line until verse 36, Peter shows four ways that God 
authenticated Jesus as Lord and Christ: 

A. GOD AUTHENTICATED JESUS AS LORD AND CHRIST THROUGH HIS 
MIRACLES (2:22). 

Even Jesus’ enemies had to admit the fact of His miracles (although some attributed 
them to Satan’s power; Luke 11:15). But most people acknowledged, as Nicodemus did, 
that “no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:2). Peter 
reminds his audience that Jesus had done many such miracles in their midst, and they 
knew it. 
While many in our day deny that miracles can occur, they are basing their denials on the 
assumption that God does not exist, contrary to much evidence in creation. In the 
mornings National Public Radio has a program called “The Pulse of the Planet,” which is 
totally naturalistic and evolutionary. Ironically, their motto is that they are bringing you 



“the miracles of science.” I would like to ask them, “How does science perform 
miracles?” What they are presenting are the miracles of God as seen in His creation! The 
miracles that Jesus did, attested by many eyewitnesses, including His enemies (John 
11:47), authenticate Him as Lord and Christ. 
B. GOD AUTHENTICATED JESUS AS LORD AND CHRIST THROUGH HIS DEATH 
(2:23). 

Here Peter stomps on some toes: “This man, delivered over by the predetermined plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put 
Him to death.” Jesus’ death at first glance may have seemed like something that 
invalidated His messianic claims. But Peter shows that Jesus was not killed because He 
was a victim of His enemies. He was killed because God predetermined before the world 
began that Jesus would die as the Savior of His people. Isaiah 53:10 prophesied, “But 
the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief.” And so rather than 
invalidating Jesus as Lord and Messiah, His death actually validated Him, since it was a 
fulfillment of God’s eternal decree. 
Does this mean that since God determined it, men are not responsible? No, Peter says, 
“you nailed [Him] to a cross by the hands of lawless [lit.] men [the Romans] and put 
Him to death.” Without violating their will, God used evil men to accomplish His eternal 
purpose, but those evil men were responsible for their crime. No one can blame God for 
his own sin. 

C. GOD AUTHENTICATED JESUS AS LORD AND CHRIST THROUGH HIS 
RESURRECTION (2:24-32). 

After spending one verse each on Jesus’ life and death, Peter spends nine verses on His 
resurrection, which is the main theme of the apostolic preaching in Acts. Note the 
implicit contrast between “you put Him to death. But	God raised Him up again” (2:23-
24). In other words, they were guilty of opposing God! 
Peter cites Psalm 16:8-11 to show an Old Testament prediction of the resurrection. In 
that psalm, David declares that God will not abandon his soul to Hades nor allow His 
holy one to undergo decay. But, Peter argues, David both died and was buried, and his 
tomb was right there in Jerusalem. In other words, David’s body did undergo decay. 
Therefore, David as a prophet knew that God had promised to seat one of his 
descendants on his throne, and so he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of 
Christ. Peter identifies Jesus as the Messiah when he confidently states, “This Jesus God 



raised up again, to which we are all witnesses” (2:32). Perhaps the other eleven standing 
with Peter nodded in affirmation. 
Thus Jesus’ miracles, death and resurrection all authenticate Him as both Lord and 
Christ. But there is a final evidence: 

D. GOD AUTHENTICATED JESUS AS LORD AND CHRIST THROUGH HIS 
EXALTATION AND THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (2:33-36). 

Peter states that the ascended, exalted Jesus was the one who had sent the Holy Spirit as 
evidenced by the miracle of everyone speaking in foreign languages. Again, he cites 
David: “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet’” (Ps. 110:1). Since David is not seated at God’s right hand, this 
must refer to Messiah. A not-so-subtle implication is that the enemies of Messiah are 
those who crucified Him! Then Peter comes to his punch line (2:36): “Therefore let all 
the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this 
Jesus whom you crucified.” 
3. The crowd’s response and Peter’s application (2:37-41). 

A. THE CROWD RESPONDS WITH CONVICTION (2:37). 

Their address, “brethren,” shows that their hearts had been softened. To be “pierced to 
the heart” shows their feelings of deep anguish as they realized that they were guilty of 
killing their own Messiah. The Holy Spirit stabbed them with conviction of their terrible 
sin. C. H. Spurgeon said, “It is idle to attempt to heal those who are not wounded, to 
attempt to clothe those who have never been stripped, and to make those rich who have 
never realized their poverty” (Metropolitan	Tabernacle	Pulpit [Ages Software], vol. 44, “A 
Far Reaching Promise”). The conviction of sin is often the missing note in our 
evangelistic efforts. We are too quick in trying to heal people who do not realize that 
they are mortally ill. We need to use God’s holy law to show sinners their desperate 
condition. Only after they feel that should we apply the promise of God’s grace in the 
gospel. 
B. PETER APPLIES THE MESSAGE: REPENTANCE, BAPTISM, AND PROMISE 
(2:38-40). 

First Peter calls upon them to repent. There are many in our day who argue that 
repentance has no place in salvation; rather, all a person must do is believe in Christ. 
Repentance, they say, comes later. If so, Peter botched the gospel! The fact is, 
repentance and faith are flip sides of the same coin. You cannot have true saving faith 



without repentance. Others minimize the definition of repentance, saying that it means 
simply to change your mind about who Jesus is. Certainly it includes that, but it is more 
than that. I. Howard Marshall writes, “The word indicates a change of direction in a 
person’s life rather than simply a mental change of attitude or a feeling of remorse; it 
signifies a turning away from a sinful and godless way of life” (ibid., p. 80). Faith in Jesus 
Christ is implicit in repentance, as it also is in Peter’s next word. 
“Each of you be	baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.” Peter is calling them to an 
individual response. Salvation always is a personal transaction, not a group plan. As 
with John the Baptist’s ministry, he links repentance, baptism, and forgiveness of sins 
(Mark 1:4). Baptism is never just an outward ritual, but rather is a public confession of 
one’s private faith in and commitment to Jesus Christ. 

Those who argue that you must be baptized to be saved use this verse as their proof text. 
But they ignore both the context of this verse and the overwhelming testimony of 
Scripture, that salvation is by grace through faith, and that good works (such as 
baptism) are the result of salvation (Eph. 2:8-10). Granted, the notion of an unbaptized 
believer was foreign to the apostles, since it was assumed that saving faith would result 
in prompt obedience to Jesus Christ. But, in the next chapter (3:19), Peter calls his 
audience to repent “so that your sins may be wiped away,” but he never mentions 
baptism. When Peter called upon these people to be baptized, he was calling them to 
make a radical break with their culture and religion that had crucified the Messiah, and 
to be publicly identified with Jesus Christ. This outward symbol would prove the reality 
of their inward repentance and faith, and the fact that God had forgiven their sins. 
 
Then, Peter proclaims God’s promise, that they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 
(i.e., the Holy Spirit Himself is the gift). When they repented and trusted in Christ, the 
Holy Spirit was a part of God’s gift of salvation. Peter extends the promise beyond them 
to their children and beyond them to those who are far off, “as many as the Lord our 
God will call to Himself.” While salvation, on the one hand, requires that a person call 
on the name of the Lord (2:21), on the other hand no one calls on the Lord unless the 
Lord first calls him to Himself (2:39). Although Peter may not yet have understood it, 
those who are far off no doubt referred to the Gentiles. Luke summarizes Peter’s further 
exhortations with, “Be saved from this perverse generation” (2:40). Salvation always 
demands a radical break from our wicked culture. 



C. THE RESULT: 3,000 SOULS SAVED (2:41). 

Much modern evangelism tries to make becoming a Christian as easy as possible. We 
dodge the issue of sin. We don’t talk about the cost of discipleship. We wouldn’t dare call 
on people to make a radical break with their culture. But Peter called them to 
repentance and baptism. For a Jew to be baptized was a traumatic thing. They generally 
looked on baptism as a rite for Gentile converts or for notorious sinners, not for “good” 
Jews (Longenecker, p. 286). But Peter preached boldly, God worked inwardly, and the 
church was launched, 3,000 strong! Peter’s message in a nutshell was: 

Since God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ who will judge the world, 
sinners must repent. 

Conclusion 

Years ago I was reading Charles Simeon, a great Anglican preacher from the early 
19th century. He stated that he had three aims in his preaching: to exalt the Savior, to 
humble the sinner, and to promote holiness. I thought that those were clear, godly aims, 
and so in a sermon, I shared that those were my aims, also. I was somewhat startled 
when a woman who had been on staff for 25 years with a Christian evangelistic 
organization came up to me and said, “I don’t agree with those aims. We don’t need to 
be humbled. We need to hear more how we are made in the image of God.” 
Her comment reflects the man-centered focus of much modern evangelism. But the 
point of biblical evangelism is not to make people feel good about who they are or to feel 
that God loves them just as they are. Rather, it is to show them who Jesus Christ truly is, 
the Lord of the universe, the Christ of God who offered Himself for our sins and who 
was raised from the dead. It should show them who they are, sinners who crucified the 
Son of God, who are in danger of His impending judgment. It should show them God’s 
great mercy, that if they will repent and call on the name of the Lord, He will save them 
from His judgment. It should show them the need to live in obedience to Him, no matter 
what the cost. 

 

 

 
 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the 
gifts that surround us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your 
presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Benediction: Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
Spirit of the Living God 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. (repeat) 
Melt me, Mold me, Fill me, Use me, 
Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. 


