
Caught Twenty-two 

Read: Luke 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 Sometimes something creative in the culture has a way of entering the 

lexicon of our daily language.  An example would be “bucket list” which was the 

title of a movie about three old codgers who set out to do all the things they 

wanted to do but never had done before they kicked the bucket.  Now it seems 

everyone has a bucket list and they refer to it in polite conversation; everyone 

knows what they mean when they use it.  Another such came from the title of the 

famous novel by Joseph Heller about soldiers in World War II, Catch 22.   Heller 

with both humor and sarcasm shows how everyday soldiers were routinely put in 

totally untenable situations by orders that made no sense but which had to be 

obeyed anyway.  Now when we say a situation is a “catch 22” we all know it is a 

no-win predicament where one must make a choice between two losing options 

where you are  “D’d” if you do and “D’d” if you don’t. 

 I don’t want you to spend the next 20 minutes or so trying to figure out 

where I got the sermon title and how in the world it has anything to do with what 

follows. So let me tell you right up front about “Caught 22.”  If you add up the 

number of verses in the two New Testament texts we just read the sum is 22.  But 

instead of “Catch 22” referring to a no win situation, my “Caught 22” intends to   

describe a no-lose situation.  I know, you’re thinking, “I never knew coming up 

with a sermon title was such an arcane and tortured process.  You go, Pastor Bill!”  

Whatever, let’s go fishing. 

 Let’s start with the text from Luke.  It’s a story about experienced 

fishermen who caught nothing all night and about a carpenter who showed them 

how, at the totally wrong time of day to catch fish, when the sun was high in the 

sky.  Their nets got stuffed to the breaking point with a mere direction from a land 

lubbing carpenter that they go out deeper.  Jesus took what they knew which was 

coming up empty and basically said, “Your very life is coming up empty because 

you are not going deep enough. Let me direct you and let’s see what will 

happen.”  



 And what happened was a great abundance that the nets of their old way 

of living could not contain.  Fishing for fish is not unimportant.  People need to eat 

and Peter, James and John made a living supplying food.  But deep inside people 

need more.  People need the Lord.  There is another kind of fishing and Jesus is 

calling them to it. Fishing with the Gospel for human beings who hunger for and 

were made for eternal life is far more important than fishing for fish because 

eternity hangs in the balance.  Jesus would supply them with the net of the Good 

News that would catch needy people and introduce them to the lavish provision 

of God for their lives and would apprehend hungry people and give them food 

that would last unto eternal life not just until lunchtime tomorrow or the next 

day. 

 Jesus was going somewhere important and after he wowed them by 

overcoming their lack in their old life, their empty nets, he called them to leave 

that old life behind and follow him into a brand new depth of life.   

This is a story centrally about God calling.  It seems that calling, inviting and 

including people like Peter, James, and John, as well as people like you and me, is 

what God does among human beings.  We start the journey with Jesus because 

he calls us to join him. God has abundant life to share and God wants to share it 

with us!  In order to say yes to God’s call we must first be able to hear it.  Fear 

not!  God in not only gracious enough to call us to get involved with God; God is 

powerful enough to give us the gift of hearing.  After all, who do you think made 

ears?  And who do you think equipped us with a deep heart where God not only 

comes to dwell but also has a way of speaking that sooner or later we understand 

that we are being addressed by something beyond our imagination and our 

innate cleverness. 

 I may need to correct something I said a moment ago when I said that 

“caught 22” describes a no-lose situation.  That’s not exactly true.  After all Jesus 

did say, “If you save your life you will lose it and if you lose it for my sake you will 

save it.”  Becoming  disciple’s involves a “giving up” up front, a surrender.  We 

cease trusting what we used to trust, laboring in the flesh to bring us this far, and 

begin to trust God to direct our lives.  I heard Christian comedian Michael Junior 



teaching that sometimes you have to lose what you have to get what it is you 

truly need.  His insight is very true. 

The call of God will inevitably stretch us beyond the smallness of the life 

we’ve worked long and hard to create for ourselves and pull us forward into the 

life that God intends for us to live.  God’s life for us is always larger and deeper 

than the one we plan and organize and seek to manage, but to get in on it we 

must let go and let God. We must lose our old life and have it replaced by 

something brand new.  As Jesus put it to Nicodemus one dark night, “You must be 

born anew.”  It is more of an exchange than a loss but it may seem very expensive 

at the beginning. 

 Once we are caught by Jesus he doesn’t let us go.  You’ll recall perhaps the 

post-Easter fishing story we read at the end of John’s Gospel.  The disciples had 

already encountered the risen Christ.  He’d spoken with them, showed them his 

wounds, and even eaten fish with them when they were hidden away in fear 

behind locked doors.  They now knew that Jesus was alive, risen from the dead, 

but they never knew when to expect him to show up.  

 In one of the agonizingly long periods between Jesus’ showings, Peter said, 

“I’m going fishing.”  In other words, “I don’t know what to do.  This new reality is 

something I don’t know how to manage.  All this sitting around, all this waiting is 

making me crazy.  I want to go back to what I knew how to do so well before Jesus 

ever called me.  Fishing I know.  I may have frustrating nights when I come up 

empty but it’s predictable and I’m used to handling the disappointments of my 

old life.  At least out in the boat I’m busy.  These waters of discipleship are 

uncharted territory for me.”  I guess we can see in this incomplete version of 

Peter the model for religion that is very busy because it has no time or patience to 

wait upon the Lord.  

 In a repeat performance of the original call story, the carpenter tells the 

fisherman where to cast his net for a catch, a catch so massive it threatened to 

break the net and swamp the boat.  When the disciples laboriously dragged their 

catch to shore, they found Jesus had cooked them some fish over a charcoal fire, 



a fire just like the one beside which Peter the denier had warmed himself outside 

the house of Caiaphas on the night Jesus was on trial inside.   

Over breakfast on the beach with Jesus, Peter still had something to lose.  

This time, it was all the guilt and shame tucked away in the secret places of his 

heart that would not let him forget his denials of Jesus.  Jesus called it all into the 

light of day, not to embarrass Peter but to free him, to free him to march forward 

into his new life, into the calling that God was extending to him.  Peter, do you 

love me?  Feed my sheep.  Use your life to respond to my calling.  Don’t squander 

it trying to return to your old ways.  There is no going back. And don’t try to hide 

your failures.  Let the blood of my grace be your covering.  Live like the forgiven, 

Spirit-filled man that you will soon become. 

I read recently an article that pointed out the difference between a calling 

and a call.  What we’ve been looking at so far concerns calling.  Every Christian 

has a calling in common.  Everyone of us who say we believe in Jesus Christ have 

in some way said yes to losing our old life so that we may move into a new one.  

For some it has been very gradual, sort of like the working of leaven in a lump, 

and for some of us the change has included a dramatic lightening strike of God’s 

grace.  However you got involved with Jesus you have been called to begin to live 

a life that will become increasingly distinctive.  And as we saw last week, the key 

trademark of the Christian life is love.  They will know we are Christians by our 

love.  We sing it and we believe it. A called person is engaged in learning how to 

love. 

A call on the other hand is a specific assignment within the life of someone 

like you who has responded to God calling you.  My particular call for example is 

to Word and Sacrament.  In other words, I’m a preacher and a worship leader.  

God placed that call upon me, and then you all confirmed it by calling me as your 

pastor.  Within my calling I have been given a call.  

 Not everyone is called to this form of ministry, but I believe sooner or later 

everyone will be given a specific call, some way that you are gifted by God to 

function within the Body of Christ.  You might say you’ve been caught by God to 

labor in a no lose situation.  What happens in your life may not look like a victory. 



Some days may look like defeat.  Christ crucified looked like a terrible defeat.  In 

hindsight we know differently.  Some of you may labor at your call and never see 

the final result.  Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews and you will see you are 

not alone.  There you will find a whole list of people who believed the promises of 

God but who did not live to see them fulfilled.  They are not mocked in scripture 

for credulity; they are honored for their faith. 

Just to pick up briefly on the second eleven of the caught 22, in I 

Corinthians 15 we listen to another caught man, Saul of Tarsus, the famous and 

feared persecutor of the Church, who, when apprehended by God left his old life 

as an ecclesiastical terrorist and became the great Apostle Paul.  The title apostle 

simply means one who is sent.  Paul was sent by a specific call to be the apostle to 

the Gentiles.  

 In the first few verses we hear him delineating the particulars of his 

commission.  His ministry was not limited by these but they formed the heart and 

soul of all his work for the Lord.  With this in mind, listen to his words again: 

I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn received; that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried and 

that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 

appeared….(he goes on to catalogue a list of witnesses who saw Jesus alive). 

Paul then points out who he used to be, what he has become by the grace 

of God (his calling), and how receiving that grace has sent him to work diligently 

in his call.  

I’m guessing that for some if not most of you, you have an easier time 

understanding your calling than you do identifying your call.  But if you spend all 

of your life only inhabiting your calling the danger that lurks is the tendency to 

become passive and lethargic in your walk.  It is just the beginning to believe the 

right things.  Right belief should send you on a journey of discovery in order to 

find out what is your particular call.  If you’ve never considered this, I urge you to 

spend some time in prayer, seeking what the Lord would have you do in the work 

of God’s kingdom here on earth.  The Lord knows there is much to do and many 



who need to receive through each of us the tangible love of God.  Make it real 

and keep it real, through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Discover your call and 

work at it with devotion and diligence. 


