
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are now in June.  What a sad time we have been living in. I 
believe we will finally be able to be together during this month, although not this week.  
Last week, we focused on the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and I know it was 
a long read.  This week, we are focusing our worship on the Trinity , the prayer “Saint 
Patrick’s Breastplate” and the greatness of our God.  I look forward to being able to say 
– “see you on Sunday!” (hopefully by mid month!) 
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 
I hope that this guide will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal 
worship, and may the Lord continue to bless and keep you. 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
June 7, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family 
and sense the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  
Remember that during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.  Matt. 11: 28-30 
  
Song: Holy, Holy, Holy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwuDSw-9cUQ 
 
Verses from the Prayer – St. Patrick’s Breastplate – A Prayer for Protection 
I bind to myself today 
The strong virtue of the Invocation of the Trinity: 
I believe the Trinity in the Unity 
The Creator of the Universe. 
I bind to myself today 
The virtue of the Incarnation of Christ with His Baptism, 
The virtue of His crucifixion with His burial, 
The virtue of His Resurrection with His Ascension, 
The virtue of His coming on the Judgement Day. 
I bind to myself today 
The power of Heaven, 
The light of the sun, 
The brightness of the moon, 
The splendour of fire, 
The flashing of lightning, 
The swiftness of wind, 
The depth of sea, 
The stability of earth, 
The compactness of rocks. 
I bind to myself today 
God's Power to guide me, 
God's Might to uphold me, 
God's Wisdom to teach me, 
God's Eye to watch over me, 
God's Ear to hear me, 
God's Word to give me speech, 
God's Hand to guide me, 



God's Way to lie before me, 
God's Shield to shelter me, 
God's Host to secure me, 
Against the snares of demons, 
Against the seductions of vices, 
Against the lusts of nature, 
Against everyone who meditates injury to me, 
Whether far or near, 
Whether few or with many. 
I invoke today all these virtues 
Against every hostile merciless power 
Which may assail my body and my soul, 
Against every knowledge that binds the soul of man. 
Christ, protect me today 
Against every poison, against burning, 
Against drowning, against death-wound, 
That I may receive abundant reward. 
Christ with me, Christ before me, 
Christ behind me, Christ within me, 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ at my right, Christ at my left, 
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks to me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
I bind to myself today 
The strong virtue of an invocation of the Trinity, 
I believe the Trinity in the Unity 
The Creator of the Universe. 
Amen 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Dear Lord, Open our eyes that we may see the truth in your word for each of us.  
Open our ears, that we may hear the voices of truth your have clearly sent for 
each of us.  Open our hearts, that we may prepare to love each other as you have 
commanded us.  Illumine us, Spirit divine.  Amen 
 
Scripture Readings: Psalm 8 
    Matthew 28:16-20 
Psalm 8 Study from www.lifeway.com 
 
Psalm 8 declares that there is only one Yahweh. The God who made all things is 
the only one worthy of the name that is majestic in all the earth (vv.1, 9). This 
short Psalm is unique. David, the author, never calls the reader to actually do 
anything. He simply begins and ends the psalm by declaring how majestic 



(kingly) God's name is in all the earth. The rest of the psalm tells why God's 
name is majestic. Let's examine those reasons together. 

I:	God's	name	is	majestic	because	of	his	glory	(vv.	1–2)	
Verses 1–2 say God's glory is seen in two places: the heavens and helplessness. 
First, we see it in the heavens. Verse 1 says God covered the heavens with his 
majesty (ESV: "glory"). Psalm 19:1 says "The heavens declare the glory of God." 
The purpose of creation is to magnify and declare the beauty and glory of God. 
The heavens are not idolatrous. They exist for glory - his glory, not their own. 
Therefore we should not misuse creation. Sunsets are for savoring God. Zoos 
are meant to zoom in on God's creativity and imagination. 

Second, we see God's glory in helplessness. Verse 2 says God established a 
stronghold from the mouths of children and nursing infants. His point is that 
God uses weakness to overcome strength. He can use the weakness of an infant 
to overcome to might of an army. His glory is most visible, not in our cunning 
and strength, but in our weakness and dependence on Him. 

Application: Does your heart soar into worship when you see a sunset or 
mountain range? Have you considered that your weaknesses might be used by 
God as strengths for his glory? 

II:	God's	name	is	majestic	because	of	his	love	(vv.	3–4)	
David arrives at a dilemma in verses 3–4 that few Christians consider. He is 
stunned by the beauty and vastness of God's world. He asks, "What is man that 
You remember him, the son of man that You look after him?" (v.4). It would 
appear God has more to love and care for than humans. After all, the heavens 
did not rebel against God. The heavens are not set at enmity with God. Rather, 
creation groans as it awaits freedom from the bondage of decay (Rom. 8:19–
23). Man is a flea - a temporary speck on canvas of history. Any visit to a beach 
or mountain range will quickly confirm our smallness. 

The fact that God shouldn't seem to care for us should stagger us. The fact that 
God does care should launch us into worship and praise. He had every right to 
leave us in our sins, but He chose to set His love on us and make us His own. 
Many Christians struggle with God's love. We either think God can't love us or 
He has to love us. But biblically speaking, neither is true. God had no obligation 
to us, yet chose to love us. Now, through Christ, no one is beyond God's love 
and affection. 

Application: We shouldn't matter to God, yet we matter immensely. How does 
this truth affect you? 



III:	God's	name	is	majestic	because	of	his	grace	(vv.	5–8)	
When God created man he blessed him and said, "Be fruitful, multiply, fill the 
earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every 
creature that crawls on the earth" (Gen. 1:28). David has this in mind in verses 
5–8. God gave His image bearers the right to rule and have dominion over all 
things. 

The fall subverted man's dominion and rule. Now it is clear, both from the Bible 
and history, that man is not ruling over the world. There is chaos, pain, and 
death. Cornelius Plantinga writes, "In sin, people attack or evade or neglect 
their divine calling. These and other images suggest deviance: even when it is 
familiar, sin is never normal" (Plantinga, Not the Way It's Supposed to Be, 5). The 
author of Hebrews makes the point that man is not currently ruling all things. 
"For in subjecting everything to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. 
As it is, we do not yet see everything subjected to him. But we do see Jesus - 
made lower than the angels for a short time so that by God's grace He might 
taste death for everyone - crowned with glory and honor because of His 
suffering in death" (Heb. 2:8-9). 

In other words, Psalm 8 needs a savior. It needs one who would take the 
punishment for what we deserved. In grace, God sent Jesus Christ to redeem us 
and by raising Him from the dead, bestowed on Him the name that is above 
every name (Phil. 2:5–11). Now, His name is the most majestic in all the earth. 
He is crowned with the honor and glory of our rightful king. 

Application: The grace of God in Christ should launch our hearts into worship. 
Are you moved by the grace of God? Does it stagger you that Jesus took what 
you deserved? 

Conclusion	idea	
On April 30, 2013, Robert Galbraith released his crime novel, Cuckoo's Calling. 
It barely sold 500 copies in the first few months. Many store owners considered 
pulling the book from their shelves. But the news on July 14 changed all of that. 
Galbraith, it was announced, was not the true author. J. K. Rowling actually 
wrote and published the book pseudonymously. From there, sales skyrocketed. 
It quickly rose to the top of multiple best-seller lists. The mere mention of 
Rowling's name changed everything. The name of Jesus should impact 
Christians this way. The mention of Jesus should launch our hearts into 
worship. His name is majestic in all the earth. He is the king we worship, trust, 
and treasure. 

Greg Breazeale is pastor of Metro East Baptist Church, Wichita, Kansas. 
 



 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the 
gifts that surround us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your 
presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song:  Grace Alonehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6lhilgWXIE 
 
Benediction: II Corinthians 13:11, 13 
Finally brothers and sisters, farewell. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one 
mind, live in peace.  And the God of love and peace will be with you.  May the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.   
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Person, blessed Trinity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, casting down their golden crowns around the 
glassy sea; Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, Which were and art, and 
evermore shall be. 
 



Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, Though the eye of sinful man Thy 
glory may not see; Only Thou art holy – there is none beside Thee, Perfect in power, in 
love and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and 
sky and sea; Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three Persons, blessed 
Trinity.  God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Grace Alone 
 
Verse 1 
Ev'ry promise we can make 
Ev'ry prayer and step of faith 
Ev'ry diff'rence we will make 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry mountain we will climb 
Ev'ry ray of hope we shine 
Ev'ry blessing left behind 
Is only by His grace 
 
Chorus 
Grace alone which God supplies 
Strength unknown He will provide 
Christ in us our Cornerstone 
We will go forth in grace alone 
 
Verse 2 
Ev'ry soul we long to reach 
Ev'ry heart we hope to teach 
Ev'rywhere we share His peace 
Is only by His grace 
Ev'ry loving word we say 
Ev'ry tear we wipe away 
Ev'ry sorrow turned to praise 
Is only by His grace 
 
CCLI Song # 2335524 
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