
I Can Resist Anything But Temptation 

Read Luke 4:1-13 

 I tuned in to a You-tube video of Christian comedian Michael Junior 

expecting to laugh along with some holy humor.  I got ambushed!  During his 

routine he showed a picture that has haunted me since and even caused me to 

lose sleep, which is of course what he intended to do to those who see it.  The 

picture won a Pulitzer Prize for the photographer who took it.  It also ended up 

costing him his life.  In the picture, a small, starving child is crawling through the 

dust, evidently toward a feeding station.  Leering in the background there stands 

a large vulture, watching with demonic eyes and waiting to make a meal of a soon 

to be dead child.  

 The photographer took the shot, and then hurried off to catch his flight 

back to California.  One year later he committed suicide. Michael Junior said he 

believed if the photographer had bothered to help the child he would still be alive 

today.  Then he asked the question, “Who are you in this picture: the child, the 

photographer, the people at the feeding station (who were not pictured,) or are 

you the vulture?”  Maybe this is one reason that our Ash Wednesday food packing 

event for Rise Against Hunger held extra significance for me this year.  For the 

third year in a row we purchased and packed 10,000 meals to feed hungry 

children.  If you have not yet donated to cover the cost I urge you to consider 

doing so. 

 Though I’ve been reading and studying scripture and preaching now for 

over 40 years, I still keep on noticing things I never did before.  Today’s text from 

Luke about the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness provides a case in point.  I 

always pictured Jesus alone, praying and fasting, with the devil showing up only at 

the end to apply and then tighten the screws of his demonic assault.  But when I 

look closely at verse two, it says Jesus was tempted by the devil for all forty days.  

Satan was there leering and hovering over the Son of God like a demonic vulture, 

which is exactly what he is and what he did over Jesus there in the wilderness at 

the beginning of Christ’s ministry. 



With us in our own crucibles of temptation we are unlikely to be directly 

targeted by Satan.   The devil, unlike the risen Christ who is omnipresent in the 

world by the Holy Spirit, can only be in one place at one time.  Frankly, most of us 

are not that dangerous, important, or powerful enough to warrant his direct 

attention.  What hovers over us and indeed saturates our environment 

personally, socially, politically, economically, psychologically, and spiritually is 

diabolical evil whoever and whatever the agents are. As the fourth century monk 

Evagrius said of vainglory, so it is true of evil; it is a beast with many teeth.  

 In the words of Paul in Ephesians 6: 

 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  Put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and 

having done everything, to stand firm.”  

We can learn a tremendous amount about the Lord and the strength of his 

power by considering how Satan attacked Jesus at the end of his forty day fast in 

the wilderness.  Let’s look into it. 

First let’s notice that Satan attacks at the most obvious level, at the level of 

hunger.  It doesn’t take a genius to know that someone who has fasted to the 

edge of starvation might have something to eat on his mind.  Let me bring you a 

word of reassurance: you will never be tempted to turn stones into bread.  Why:  

because you don’t have that ability and never will.  The temptation of Jesus 

carried its force because as God’s Son, by whom and for whom and through 

whom everything was made, the one who had the ability to make something out 

of nothing if he so desired, was well able to do as Satan enticingly suggested.  

Jesus parried the blow by saying there is more to life than just feeding our bellies. 

One thing for us to know is that we will be routinely met by temptations to 

evil at the place of our hunger.  We can be hungry for all sorts of things other than 



food.  Some are lonely and are hungry for companionship.  We may be lured into 

meeting the needs of loneliness by entering into destructive or ungodly 

relationships. Lonely, hungry people are easy to misuse; some are abused and 

don’t know how to escape.  Some people are hungry for significance and are lured 

into sins of pride, or lust, or greed, or arrogance.  Some will give everything they 

have to gain wealth or power.  Hunger for us has many ports of entry.  The point 

is that evil will tempt you with what somewhere down inside you hunger for, and 

will present you with a false path that promises to satisfy that hunger.   

Temptation is like a baited hook dangled before a fish. That worm may 

appear delicious but if the fish had sense enough to discern the hook it would 

never take the bait.  God has a better plan for you than that you end up as a dead 

fish, stuffed, and hanging over the devil’s fireplace.  

The second level of temptation is truly a spiritual thicket.  The heart of the 

matter is worship.  At our most basic level we are made to be creatures who 

worship.  Worship is love rising up to meet the God who created us and who   

loves us.  Worship is our heart declaring the glory of God.  Of course the one who 

embodies jealous pride and aspires to take the place of God in human devotion 

lusts after human worship.  And he offers everything under his authority to get 

this pearl of great price.  Sadly, fallen people are consummate idolaters. 

We sing, “He’s got the whole world in his hands.”  We mean God has it and 

sing it with smiles on our faces and our jubilant hands clapping along to the beat.  

And finally, when the kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our God 

and of his Christ that will be the only truth there is.  But we live in an age before 

“finally.”  We are born into a world of spiritual conflict between God on one side 

and the world, the flesh, and the devil on the other.  Our hearts and affections are 

the battleground. 

 Satan says to Jesus that he will give him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their glory.  All this authority and worldly glory has been given to me and I give it 

to anyone I please.  Evidently God’s sworn enemy has been given room to 

maneuver.  If there were not a measure of truth in what Satan offered Jesus it 

would not be a real temptation.  The question is not whether or not Satan 



controls worldly authority and glory.  The important question is whether or not it 

is the ultimate and real glory or is it a fallen facsimile of something higher and 

deeper and more glorious.  Never forget, Satan is not a dealer in fair trade. 

In the last century, the well known theologian Reinhold Niebuhr said that 

the one irrefutable doctrine of the Christian faith is the doctrine of original sin.  

Human sinfulness is overwhelmingly ubiquitous and its effects are everywhere to 

be seen in all times and places.  It is the one doctrine we can prove simply by 

looking at the world.   

Think about it.  Has there ever been a human government whose rule has 

been identical with the rule of God.  Has there ever been a human authority that 

has been 100% just, infinitely wise, and beyond any stain of corruption?  Has 

there ever been any human institution that has not harbored streaks and streams 

of human rebellion against the righteousness of God.  I know of none.  All these 

bear the marks of belonging to someone other than our holy and righteous God 

and King. 

Jesus is smart enough not to exchange all this fallen authority and fake 

glory for the real glory of God and the perfect authority of his Father.  The life and 

ministry, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are an all out invasion and 

signal the takeover of the government by God.  All of Satan’s power and authority 

is his by temporary permission.  I think of Jesus, beaten and bloodied almost 

beyond human recognition saying to a threatening Pontius Pilate, “You would 

have no power over me unless it was granted to you by my Father.” 

Unlike many of the Apostles, most of us will never be hauled up on charges 

before governors or kings.  So far none of us have resisted sin to the point of 

shedding our blood, though many Christians in other parts of the world are doing 

just that even today.  But make no mistake about it, whom we worship is a crucial 

battleground for our hearts.  

 Perhaps the most successful demonic strategy yet in our present day 

culture in the contest between God and the devil has been the devil’s success in 

sowing seeds of widespread spiritual indifference.  It’s as though the devil says, “If 



I can’t get you to worship me, I can at least prevent you from worshipping God.”  

We should follow the commandment quoted by Jesus to his tormentor: “Worship 

the Lord your God and serve him only.”  Worship is both our highest privilege and 

our solemn duty as well. 

The third level of temptation involves being presumptuous before God.  

The devil takes Jesus to the highest pinnacle of the Temple, which represents the 

high point of spiritual life and worship among God’s chosen people and goads him 

to jump off, giving God a chance to be faithful to his own scriptures which said 

prophetically in the Psalms: “He will give his angels charge over you and they will 

bear you up lest you dash your foot against a stone.”  Satan is saying in essence, 

“You say you are the Way, the Truth, and the Life; prove it!  Talk is cheap Jesus.  

Let’s see if you really believe what you say.” 

Few of us are ever tempted to jump off a high place, spiritual or otherwise.  

Where we are tempted is when our lives begin to plummet.  When your life 

seems like it has been hurled by the trials of life off of a precipice, the deepest 

issue becomes that of trust.  Trust is the core issue and the heart’s battleground 

within those who are suffering severe things.   

There is much suffering we can endure, put up with, and even overcome.  

We all have our aches and pains.  But there are some losses and wounds that are 

so intense that the temptation is strong to stop trusting God. And you don’t need 

the devil to throw down the gauntlet of doubt before you; people will do it for 

him.  

 Read Psalms 42 and 43.  In Psalm 42:3 we read, “My tears have been my 

food day and night, while people say to me continually, ‘Where is your God?’”  In 

vss. 9-10 we read, “I say to God, my rock, ‘Why have you forgotten me?  Why 

must I walk about mournfully because the enemy oppresses me?’  As with a 

deadly wound in my body, my adversaries taunt me, while they say to me 

continually, ‘Where is your God?”  

 In answer to these and other laments in these two Psalms, the psalmist 

responds with the refrain, “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you 



disquieted within me?  Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my 

God.” 

Our weaponry in this contest is hope and trust.  It is unwise to put God to 

the test, to say, “If you do such and such, then I will believe.”  We should question 

our questions and we should doubt our doubts as we confess the goodness and 

faithfulness of our God.  We continue to put our trust in God alone, to worship 

God alone, and to bring all of our hungers to him for a satisfaction that will feed 

and sustain us throughout everything that life in a fallen world sends our way 

until that day when our Lord Jesus Christ returns to make all things new.  And He 

shall reign forever and ever.  Hallelujah!  

 

 

  


