
Nothing Can Separate Us 

Read Romans 8:28-39 

 So, this is it after 41 years in the pulpit.  Long ago I learned that I didn’t 

preach sermons as though they were disconnected individual pearls on a string, 

but rather I was involved in a preaching ministry, each sermon connected by, in 

my mind at least, to the overarching purpose of proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord.  

 Last week I preached on the parable of the prodigal son because of its 

autobiographical application to my own life, and as I shared with you, I was at this 

late hour led to recognize that it wasn’t merely an account of how I used to be, a 

tale that told something about my own past, but was still descriptive of the man 

that I am, a man in process, a work in progress. Short of our ultimate perfection 

when we stand before God and are brought to completion we are all prodigals 

still in one way or another. 

 Today I have selected our text from Romans 8, the text upon which I based 

my very first sermon.  On that day so long ago I’m sure I was nervous, probably 

not as nervous as I should have been, but honestly I don’t remember exactly how 

I felt.  I remember that the senior high youth in my field ed church continued their 

practice of trying to unnerve seminary assistants by sitting in the back row and 

holding up signs like the one I recall that said three quarters of the way through 

my sermon, “My roast is burning.” 

I know my mom and dad were there, dad with his little portable cassette 

recorder, pointing the little microphone in my direction to obtain a record of the 

historic and world changing event.  From that time on, when dad came to hear 

me preach, he had the habit of button-holing parishioners after worship saying, “I 

bet you never heard a sermon like that,” much to the embarrassed horror of the 

rest of my family.  I said, “Let him go; everyone finds it amusing, and as a son, I’m 

glad my dad is proud of me.”  Well, he’s long gone to heaven, and I’ve destroyed 

the evidence recorded on fifty to a hundred cassettes, not that anyone would 

ever be tempted to replay them. And I have absolute zero recall of what I said in 



that sermon.  But I do know that over the years I’ve preached on Romans 8 

numerous times. 

This time, again to my surprise, I made another discovery with Romans 8 

similar to the one I found in my last look at the prodigal son story when I realized 

anew that the past was still present.  With Romans 8, I realized I’ve been reading 

this text as though it is about the distant, or should I say, the eternal future that 

will unfold after I die at the earliest or in the final end of all human history when 

Christ returns to remove all the sighing, suffering, gut wrenching pains so 

prevalent in the world, when every tear will be wiped from every eye, and death 

will be no more for the former things will have passed away forever.  Amen. 

But there is something more here.  Our promised future invades our 

present with hope and the ability to endure.  Roman 8 is not an assurance of pie 

in the sky by and by.  It does not teach us to buck up, that things will turn out 

alright in the end.  No, it is much more muscular than that!  I finally saw the key 

clue in verse 32: He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of 

us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  Or as the older version of the 

RSV has it, “how will he not give us all things with him?” 

The passage begins with the rhetorical question: If God is for us, who is 

against us?  This is a great question with a multifaceted answer.  Chapter 8 begins 

with the bold assertion that “there is therefore no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.”  God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, working in concert and 

in absolute unity of purpose, determined that the perfect way to remove sin’s 

condemning force among their creatures was through the offering of self-

sacrificial love.  That love is so powerful it has the ability to cancel sin’s debt and 

to justify us through absolute and totally undeserved forgiveness.  

 God has selected us to be recipients of God’s grace and has elected us to 

stand in innocence and righteousness before God, not because we are innocent 

or righteous but because the one we look to as our Savior is innocent and 

righteous.  It is in him and only in him that there is no condemnation.  And to be 

in Christ is our only hope.  Christ has secured our future and that security has the 

power to invade our present circumstances enabling us to live with fortitude and 



courage, to never give up and never give in.  We are people filled with faith, not 

moving mindlessly through an empty despair. 

I’ve now spent most of my life believing these truths and celebrating the 

lavish grace that has made them very real to me.  They’ve been a compendium 

ensconcing the goodness of God toward me and toward you in my mind. But life 

teaches us there is more to it and I’ve known about what’s more, even 

experienced it for myself,  but I guess I’ve chosen not to focus upon it so much 

until this time around.  Working on this final message, it has been as though the 

Holy Spirit has said, “Don’t forget the rest.” 

So here it is:  nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord, but there are a whole host of things that are damn sure going to try! (I 

use the word damn advisedly because it captures the demonic, satanic intent of 

our adversary)   

The words Paul uses to describe some of that with which we can expect to 

contend are probably drawn from his own ministry of proclaiming Christ to the 

world, a world in which the Gospel was a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 

to Gentiles. He faced hostility and scorn from every direction imaginable yet still 

he proclaimed the truth that had arrested him on the Damascus Road when the 

Risen Christ appointed him to tell the whole world what he knew. Then a man 

named Ananias was sent to Paul to restore his lost sight in order to show him how 

much he was going to suffer for the name of the one he had been persecuting.  

I’m guessing it was not a pretty sight.  Perhaps in mercy, God was giving Paul one 

more chance to bail out, choosing his former blindness to the blinding light that is 

the Light of the World.  Before he met Christ, Paul had been spiritually blind.  

After he experienced physical blindness and was healed, he was able to see 

spiritual truth for the first time ever.  For his new ability to see he was willing to 

suffer and die. Paul made the right choice and we all can be glad he did.  He wrote 

about 2/3rds of the New Testament. 

You and I might not experience all that Paul did but we are certainly going 

to get a taste of hardships.  For Paul, the list of obstacles and opponents is neither 

an exaggeration nor full of hyperbole.  Hardships, distress, persecution, famine, 



nakedness, peril, and sword, these were part of his ordained ministry.  He 

experienced them all.  Because he staked his life on the shed blood of the Lamb of 

God that was slain, the world accounted him as a sheep to be slaughtered the 

same way that they slaughtered Jesus.  The dangers were real and prevalent. And 

Paul wore his sufferings like a badge of honor.   It makes me ashamed of all my 

whining about worshipping with a broken air conditioner or facing near terminal 

boredom at some meeting or other!  Wah, wah!  Knock it off Bill! 

But Paul was not done and neither are we so let’s continue.  The rest of the 

list includes death, life, angels, rulers, things present, things to come, powers, 

height, depth, and just in case he missed something he added, “nor anything else 

in all creation.”   

God has promised to give us all things with Christ.  Did the “all things” 

include these very difficult things Christ faced and endured?  I think the answer is 

“yes.”  Paul also faced and endured them.  God gave Paul the “all things” faced by 

Christ because Paul had his very life and breath, his entire being, spiritually linked 

to the life of his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He was “in Christ.”  As Paul 

preached to the Athenians, “In him we live and move and have our being.”  Paul’s 

life became anchored in a deep spiritual union with Jesus Christ.  That’s where we 

belong as well. 

Do you suppose that we will escape participating in the hard things and 

come to share untested in the glorious things that await us.  No, the trials walk 

hand in hand with the triumphs and make our victories that much sweeter 

because they often come to us at an expensive cost of suffering and endurance, 

of filling up the measure of the sufferings of Christ as Paul put it.  Again I ask, 

could it be that the sharing of trials is a major component of the “all things” we 

are promised to share with Christ?  And I’ll repeat it again: I think that is the case.  

Through our trials while walking in Christ we begin to experience a down 

payment on what Paul described as an eternal weight of glory.  God does not 

waste one ounce of our sorrows.  God catches our tears in his bottle.  Everything 

that ever happens to us will in the end serve the purposes of God, we know not 

how or why.  But we should ponder the question: how deep would we become 



without our trials?  Would our testimony carry any weight in the company of our 

peers, many of whom bear an enormous weight of suffering?  Spiritual weight 

and significance tend most often to emerge from the fires of affliction. 

The late Paul Tournier in his book Creative Suffering says that everyone has 

affliction; we cannot choose to avoid it.  He argues that our only freedom consists 

in how we respond to affliction, either with faith or with despair.  Can we begin to 

refer all things to God?  Can we, even in suffering and sorrow, hold our trust in 

Christ?  Not without a fight! 

One of Satan’s most effective ruses is to take the things that he hurls 

against us and then use them to try to convince us that all of it is evidence that 

God is against us. Let us lift our shield!  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who 

did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also give us 

all things with him?  The witness of the entire New Testament is that God is for 

us.  What more could God do to demonstrate the depth of God’s love and 

commitment to our eternal and temporal welfare than to offer his one and only 

Son.  God’s Holy Spirit is our comforter, our counselor, our defense attorney, our 

helper, and our intercessor.  God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are relentlessly 

for us, and there is no rival capable of thwarting God’s loving plans for us.  We 

belong, in life and in death, to our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is our only comfort. 

We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  Apart from him 

who loved us and loves us still we are not conquerors at all. Apart from Christ we 

are but easy prey for the powers of darkness that rule and stalk the world.  

Without Christ we are but conquered victims of the powers of darkness. 

But we are no longer apart from Christ and nothing can separate us from 

God’s love poured out, shed abroad in our hearts, by his gracious self-giving, his 

life laid down for our sakes.  As the footnote in my Bible summarizes it, “Paul 

declares with absolute certainty that no dangers, physical, spiritual, or cosmic can 

separate believers from God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

How is it that you’ve been given to share in the life of Jesus Christ in the 

world?  With what hardships are you wrestling today?  Why not make of them an 



offering to Jesus Christ?  And if you have never given your heart to Jesus Christ 

and trusted him as your Lord and Savior, behold, today can be the day of salvation 

for you.  Today can be the turning point after which your life on earth will never 

be the same.  And today can be the day that you step into an eternal security.  

You can belong to God who will never let you go.  You can say with confidence, 

“Nothing can separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus my Lord.”  God has 

chosen you.  Will you now choose God in return? 

 


