
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
Here is this week’s Worship Guide for Sunday August 2nd.  How is it August already! 
We will be open this Sunday  at 10:00am, however, we urge those whose health is 
compromised, who are in a vulnerable population, who may have been exposed to Cov-
id 19, who have symptoms of Cov-id !9, and/or who are concerned about public 
gatherings, to please stay home.  We are all anxious to get back to normal, however, 
we are concerned for all of our members and will be taking precautions.   
 
We are happy that Rev. Laura R Donovan is now with us, as she started Sunday July 
19th.  Biographical information is included with this guide.   We are looking at ways to 
have you join us from a distance, and more information regarding that will be coming 
soon.  We are testing using Zoom which you can use from a phone, (including a 
landline) laptop, or tablet.  Hopefully we will have that up and running in the next few 
Sundays.  
 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 
I hope that this guide will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal 
worship, and may the Lord continue to bless and keep you. 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
August 2, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family 
and sense the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  
Remember that during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship 
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for He is our 
God and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. Ps.95:6-7  
 
Song: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYrTqBioaZ4 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
(Sin and evil are real, and no one is without sin.  Naming the evil robs it of power and 
frees us from the mistaken belief we should, or can, be sinless.  Confession and 
forgiveness in Jesus Christ set us free from sin and guilt, and allow us to live joyfully 
dependent upon God’s grace.  At the ellipsis (…) add your own confession.) 
 
Almighty God, since the beginning you have breathed your Spirit into humanity, that we 
might be bold to love and serve you.  Yet we have tried to hide from you, for we have 
lived according to our own desires, regardless of your plan.  We have taken much and 
given little.  We have turned our backs to our neighbors and refused to shoulder the 
burdens of others.  We are deaf to the cries of a world in pain, and pass blindly by the 
hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  In your great mercy, forgive the sins of your 
people, and free us from our own selfishness.  Forgive our disobedience, O God, and 
strengthen us in love, so that we may serve you as a faithful people, and live together in 
your joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Declaration of Pardon: 
Hear the good news:  This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our sins in His body on the 
cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good.  I declare to you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.   
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts, be acceptable in Thy 
sight, dear Lord our Redeemer. Amen. 
 
 



 
Scripture Readings:  

Old Testament: Isaiah 55:1-5  
New Testament: Matthew 14:1-21 
  

The banquets of two kingdoms—
Matthew 14:1-21 
August	16,	2014	
Matthew’s	narratives	often	concretely	illustrate	his	teachings	elsewhere.	In	
Matthew	14:1-12,	Herod	Antipas	executes	John	the	Baptist.	In	so	doing,	he	also	
violates	at	least	four	of	Jesus’s	six	specific	examples	of	sins	in	Matthew	5:21-48!	
(Herod	Antipas	was	a	son	of	Herod	the	Great,	who	tried	to	kill	Jesus	as	a	baby	in	
Matthew	chapter	2;	unlike	his	father,	however,	Antipas	ruled	only	Galilee	and	
Perea.)	

Herod	Antipas	had	arrested	John	because	John’s	criticism	of	Antipas’s	behavior	
embarrassed	Antipas.	Antipas	had	concluded	an	affair	with	his	brother’s	wife	by	
marrying	her,	and	Herodias,	his	new	wife,	wanted	to	get	rid	of	John	for	criticizing	
them.	In	addition	to	the	embarrassment,	John’s	preaching	risked	political	
complications	for	Antipas,	though	John’s	own	interest	was	primarily	moral.	To	
marry	Herodias,	Antipas	had	to	agree	to	divorce	his	first	wife—but	she	was	a	
Nabatean	princess,	and	Antipas’s	action	made	him	an	enemy	of	Aretas,	the	
Nabatean	king.	Many	ethnic	Nabateans	lived	in	Antipas’s	territory	of	Perea,	and	
the	last	thing	Antipas	thought	he	needed	was	a	prophet	running	around	there	
criticizing	Antipas’s	behavior.	

It	was	politically	dangerous	to	execute	someone	the	people	considered	a	prophet,	
yet	it	was	also	too	dangerous	to	let	him	keep	publicly	denouncing	Antipas’s	
behavior.	Thus	Antipas	took	John	out	of	public	circulation	by	imprisoning	him	in	
his	Perean	palace	of	Machaerus.	This	imprisonment	was	not	enough	for	
Herodias,	however;	she	wanted	him	silenced	for	good.	At	Antipas’s	birthday	
banquet,	she	used	Antipas’s	lust	for	her	own	very	young	daughter	Salome	to	get	
John	out	of	the	way.	

Driven	by	lust,	Antipas	swore	to	Salome	that	she	could	have	whatever	she	asked;	
she	asked	for	John’s	head	on	a	platter.	Think	of	Jesus’s	examples	in	Matthew	
5:21-48:	Whoever	wants	to	kill	is	like	a	murderer	(5:21-22);	whoever	wants	to	
sleep	with	another	woman	is	like	an	adulterer	(5:27-28),	as	is	whoever	divorces	
a	faithful	wife	(5:31-32).	Jesus	also	warns	against	swearing	oaths	(5:33-37)	and	



Jesus	demands	loving	and	serving	one’s	enemies	and	oppressors	(5:38-48).	
Antipas	treats	John	as	an	enemy	whom	he	wants	to	kill	(14:5);	Antipas	further	
betrays	his	wife	and	becomes	a	prisoner	to	his	own	lust	and	oaths.	

History	tells	us	that	Herod	Antipas’s	choices	cost	him	the	very	honor	and	
kingdom	he	tried	to	preserve.	Remember	Antipas’s	concern	about	the	
Nabateans?	The	Nabatean	king,	Aretas,	defeated	Antipas	in	battle	and	would	
have	taken	his	territory	from	him	had	Rome	not	intervened.	Galileans	murmured	
that	this	humiliating	defeat	was	God’s	judgment	on	Antipas	for	executing	John,	
shaming	Antipas	even	more.	

Nor	was	that	defeat	the	only	trouble	that	Antipas’s	marriage	to	Herodias	cost	
him.	In	Mark,	a	drunken	and	lustful	Antipas	offered	to	give	away	his	kingdom	
cheaply;	in	the	end,	his	lust	did	historically	cost	him	his	kingdom.	Herodias	not	
only	insisted	on	John’s	death;	she	also	insisted	that	her	husband	petition	Rome	
for	the	official	title	of	“king.”	(Although	the	Bible	sometimes	loosely	calls	him	a	
king,	his	role	as	far	as	most	Galileans	were	concerned,	his	official	title	was	merely	
“tetrarch,”	as	in	14:1.)	Finally	Antipas	petitioned	for	the	title,	and	the	emperor	
deemed	that	request	treason.	Herod	Antipas	and	Herodias	lost	their	rule	and	
spent	the	rest	of	their	lives	in	exile.	

This	narrative	about	Antipas’s	deadly	banquet	opened	with	Antipas	hearing	
about	Jesus	and	comparing	him	with	John	(14:1-2)—a	comparison	that	warns	
the	reader	of	the	hostility	that	awaits	Jesus.	The	next	narrative,	by	contrast,	
opens	with	Jesus	hearing	what	Antipas	has	done	(14:13),	and	thus	withdrawing	
further	from	Antipas’s	domain.	But	whereas	Antipas’s	banquet	led	to	the	murder	
of	a	prophet,	Jesus	offers	a	different	sort	of	banquet	in	14:14-21.	Jesus	feeds	far	
more	people	at	his	banquet	than	Antipas	had—indeed,	more	than	five	thousand.	
Eating	with	others	was	like	an	act	of	covenant	that	brought	people	into	a	
permanent	relationship	(that	was	why	many	religious	people	criticized	Jesus	for	
eating	with	“sinners”	and	collaborators	with	the	occupying	kingdom;	cf.	9:10-11).	
Antipas’s	guests	were	of	high	status	and	he	had	food	(and	a	head)	served	on	
platters;	by	contrast,	Jesus	reached	out	to	whoever	was	willing	to	become	part	of	
his	kingdom	(cf.	22:9-10).	

Jesus	fed	his	followers	through	a	miraculous	act	like	manna	in	the	wilderness	or	
like	Elijah	or	especially	Elisha	multiplying	food.	In	so	doing,	Jesus	offered	a	
foretaste	of	a	different	kingdom,	one	nothing	like	Antipas’s.	All	who	hunger	and	
thirst	for	that	kingdom	will	ultimately	be	satisfied	(5:6).	



When	we	eat	and	drink	together	in	memory	of	Jesus’s	final	meal	with	his	first	
disciples,	we	remember	that	he	promised	to	drink	with	us	again	in	his	Father’s	
kingdom	(26:29).	We	also	remember	how	much	that	promised	kingdom	cost	
him:	“This	is	my	body,”	and	“This	is	my	blood	of	the	covenant”	(26:28).	Lustful	
Antipas	abused	power	at	his	banquet,	killed	a	man	of	God,	and	lost	his	kingdom.	
By	contrast,	our	Lord	came	to	serve	and	to	give	his	life	on	behalf	of	others	
(20:28)—and	he	will	reign	forever.	

Craig	Keener	is	professor	of	New	Testament	at	Asbury	Theological	Seminary	and	
author	of	The	IVP	Bible	Background	Commentary:	New	Testament	(revised	
edition,	InterVarsity,	2014).	

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the 
gifts that surround us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your 
presence.  We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song:  Shout To the Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I71XhjqoHvs 
 
Benediction:  May the Lord bless you, and keep you, and cause His face to shine 
upon you, now and forever.  Have a Blessed Week! 
 
 



Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the Mount I’m fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I come; 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God; 
He to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to Thee; 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love’ 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it; seal it for Thy courts above. 
 
 
Shout To The Lord 
 
Verse 
My Jesus my Saviour Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort my shelter Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath all that I am Never cease to worship You 
 
 
Chorus 
Shout to the Lord All the earth let us sing 
Power and majesty Praise to the King 
Mountains bow down And the seas will roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy At the work of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You Forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have in You 
 
CCLI Song # 1406918 
Darlene Zschech 
© 1993 Wondrous Worship (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


