
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
Here is the Worship Guide for this Sunday May 17th.  I hope that you are all doing well, staying 
in touch with each other, and staying positive.  I know that we are all looking forward to the day 
when we can once again worship together in our beautiful sanctuary.   However, since we still 
have no guidelines regarding when that may be, we will have to continue to worship at home. 
 
Thank you to those who have shared with me how you are using the guide.  I am glad to know 
you are finding it useful.   My prayer continues to be that you will use this guide as an 
opportunity to worship together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common readings, prayers 
and music.  For those of you that can access YouTube, I have included links for the music.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 



 
May 17, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember that 
during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
Sing to God, sing praise to His name, extol Him who rides on the clouds – His name is the Lord- 
and rejoice before Him.  Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.  
Our God is a God who saves.  (Psalm 68: 4, 19-20a) 
  
Song: Come, Now is the Time to Worshiphttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doOVqKQo3lo 
 
Prayer of Confession  
(Sin and evil are real, and no one is without sin.  Naming the evil robs it of power and frees us 
from the mistaken belief we should, or can, be sinless.  Confession and forgiveness in Jesus 
Christ sets us free from sin and guilt, and allow us to live joyfully dependent upon God’s grace.  
At the ellipsis (…) add your own confession.) 
 
Almighty God, You have raised Jesus from the grave and crowned Him Lord of all.  We confess 
that we have not bowed before Him or acknowledged His rule in our lives.  We have gone along 
with the way of the world and failed to give Him glory…..  Forgive us and raise us from sin, that 
we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the 
world and is head of the church, His body.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness (Pardon) 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven!  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.   
 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of life, Your Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers 
of Scripture.  Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge Him as Lord.  We ask 
that You will send Your Spirit now to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith and hope 
through the proclamation of Your Holy Word.  Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading:  New Testament John 14: 15-31 

 



 
STUDY 19: JOHN 14:15-31 - THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  
(taken from www.godswordforyou.com) 
© Rosemary Bardsley 2009 

Continuing his words of comfort and encouragement to his eleven disciples Jesus explains 
why it is good for them if he goes away, and how they will do ‘greater things’ through which 
the Father will be glorified in him, the Son. 

A. IF YOU LOVE ME … 
In John 14:15-31 Jesus makes a number of similar and apparently conditional statements: 

§ ‘If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father and he will 
give you another Counsellor to be with you forever …’ [ 14:15 ,16] 

§ ‘Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him’ 
[ 14:21 ] 

§ ‘If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home in him. He who does not love me will not obey my 
teaching.’ [14:23,24a]. 

§ ‘If you loved me you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I’ [14:28b]. 

Similar statements are made in Chapter 15. 

The above statements appear to make several spiritual realities conditional or dependent on 
certain actions on our part: 

§ The reality of our love for Jesus is expressed in: 
§ [1] our obeying what he commands [ 14:15 ,21], 
§ [2] obeying his teaching [14:23,24a] and 
§ [3] being glad that he was going to the Father [14:28b]. 

§ The gift of the Spirit is dependent on our obeying what Christ commands [ 14:16 ] 
§ Being loved by Christ and the Father is dependent on our obeying Christ’s 

commands [ 14:21 ] 
§ Christ showing himself to us is dependent on our obeying his commands [ 14:21 ] 
§ The Father loving us is dependent on our obeying Christ’s teaching [ 14:23 ] 
§ The Father and Christ coming and making their home in us is dependent on our 

obeying Christ’s teaching [ 14:23 ] 

Here we are confronted with the question which needs to be answered: to whom does Christ 
promise the indwelling Holy Spirit? Is it to all believers? Or is it to a special group of believers 
who have met certain conditions? 



John 7:38,39 makes it quite clear that the Spirit would be given ‘to those who believed’ in Jesus. 
In John 14 Jesus does not revoke this, but expresses it using different phrases which reveal 
more of what it means to believe in him. Thus we have equivalent actions and attitudes which 
all express the one truth: 

Believe in Jesus 

Love Jesus 

Obey Jesus’ commands 

Obey Jesus’ teaching. 

B. I WILL SEND THE HOLY SPIRIT 
When Jesus calls the Holy Spirit ‘another Counsellor’ [16] he uses the word ‘other’ which means 
another of the same kind, that is of the same kind as himself [Jesus]. The counsellor 
[parakletos] is one who is called along side – an advocate, an intercessor, one who pleads the 
case of another [see Vines], a comforter. The Holy Spirit is all of this – just like Jesus. 

He is also ‘the Spirit of truth’ who is characterized by truth and offends the world by that truth 
– just like Jesus. 

B.2 Where does the Spirit come from? 

Jesus is about to return to the Father and to the Father’s home. When he does so: 

o He will ask the Father and the Father will send the Spirit [ 14:16 ] 
o The Father will send the Spirit in the name of Jesus [ 14:26 ] 
o Jesus will send the Spirit to them from the Father [ 15:26 ] 
o The Spirit goes out from the Father [ 15:26 ] 
o Jesus will send the Spirit to them [16:7] 

The Spirit thus comes from both the Father and the Son. 

B.3 What does it mean to have the Holy Spirit? 

In John 14:15-31 Jesus describes the coming of the Spirit to the believer in the following terms: 

o It is the Spirit who comes [ 14:16 ,17] 
o It is Jesus who comes [ 14:18 , 28] 
o It is Jesus who lives in the believer [ 14:20 ] 
o It is the Father and Jesus who come and make their home in the believer [ 14:23 ] 

God indwells the believer – Father, Son and Spirit all indwell the believer. This indwelling is 
specifically the action of the Spirit, but because of the unity and identity in the trinity it is also 
the Father and the Son indwelling the believer. This gift of the Spirit makes each individual 



believer the dwelling place of God. This gift of the Spirit makes each individual believer, and 
believers corporately, the holy temple of God . 

Note that this gift, this indwelling Spirit of God, is for believers only; ‘the world’ cannot receive 
him, nor does it know him. Believers, on the other hand, do know the Spirit, already have the 
presence of the Spirit with them, and, after Christ’s return to the Father, will have the Spirit 
within them [14:17]. 

B.4 What does the indwelling Holy Spirit mean for believers? 

Because Jesus was returning to the Father his disciples would do greater things than he himself 
did [ 14:12 ]. In teaching about the gift of the Spirit to indwell believers Jesus begins to explain 
what that gift will mean for the believers: 

The continuing presence of Jesus. 

Jesus is going away, but he is not leaving his disciples ‘orphans’: he is coming back to them. The 
indwelling Spirit means Jesus is with and within us [ 14:18 ]. For this reason he says that his 
disciples should be glad he is going to the Father and coming back to them [ 14:28 ]. 

A greater realization of the relationship between the Father, the Son and the believer. 

This presence of Christ, defined in terms of the indwelling Spirit, issues in a greater 
understanding of the deity of Christ [20] and a greater understanding of his life-giving impact 
on them in which they are restored to a right relationship with God [19,20]. 

The evidence/assurance of the Father’s love and Christ’s love for the believer. 

[ 14:21 ] This is affirmed in Galatians 4:6-7 and Romans 8:14-16 where the indwelling Spirit 
assures us that we are indeed God’s children. It is also affirmed in 2Corinthians 1:21 -22; 5:5; 
and Ephesians 1:13 ,14, where the indwelling Spirit guarantees our permanent relationship with 
God. 

The revelatory/teaching ministry of the Spirit. 

Jesus knows that there is much of his teaching they have not understood. After his death, after 
his resurrection, after his ascension to the Father and the gift of the Spirit to believers, then the 
Spirit will teach them ‘all things and remind’ them of everything Jesus had said to them [25-26]. 

All of this is strengthened by the fact that the indwelling Spirit is given to us ‘forever’ [ 14:16 ], 
and is summed up in Jesus’ words in 14:27 : 

‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.’ The world only gives on the basis of performance 
or merit: Jesus gives on the basis of his atoning sacrifice. The world gives only to take away if 
one is no longer worthy of the gift: Jesus gives the Holy Spirit, and the resultant peace, forever. 

 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song: There is A Redeemerhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUqfdaCLm0Y 
 
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forever.  Amen 
 
Come Now Is The Time To Worship 
 
Chorus 
Come now is the time to worship; Come now is the time to give your heart 
Come just as you are to worship; Come just as you are before your God 
Come 
 
Verse 1 
One day every tongue will confess You are God 
One day every knee will bow 
Still the greatest treasure remains for those who gladly choose You now 



 
Ending 
Come come just as you are come come 
 
CCLI Song # 2430948 
Brian Doerksen 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C 
Cook)) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
 
There Is A Redeemer 
 
Verse 1 
There is a Redeemer Jesus God's own Son; Precious Lamb of God Messiah Holy One 
 
Chorus 
Thank You O my Father for giving us Your Son  
And leaving Your Spirit till the work on earth is done 
 
Verse 2 
Jesus my Redeemer name above all names ;Precious Lamb of God Messiah 
O for sinners slain 
 
Verse 3 
When I stand in glory I will see His face; There I'll serve my King forever 
In that holy place 
 
CCLI Song # 11483 
Melody Green 
© 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music 
Publishing, Inc.) 
Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Ears To Hear (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
 
 
 


