
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
It’s hard to believe we are towards the end of May and celebrating Memorial Day.  As I have 
been preparing this guide, there have been several themes to look at for this week.  We 
remember Christ’s ascension to heaven which took place 40 days after His resurrection.  Forty 
days is a significant number in the Bible referenced over 150 times.  And then of course, 
remembering Memorial Day.  Many years ago, when John Groth was serving us during Pastor 
Bill’s sabbatical and was also the Chaplain at Dover Air Force Base Mortuary, I remember how 
adamant he was about remembering those who gave the ultimate sacrifice to their country.  
So, I hope that you will take a few moments and pray for the families and loved ones of those 
who have given their lives in the service of this Nation, and not just celebrate the “start of 
summer”.   
 
It appears that some regulations are starting to be lifted, so perhaps we will be able to worship 
together within the next few weeks.  That is my prayer.  In the meantime, I will keep the guides 
coming.  I have been praying for each of you.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and 
may the Lord continue to bless and keep you. 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 



 
May 24, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family 
and sense the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  
Remember that during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
Sing to God, sing praise to His name, extol Him who rides on the clouds – His name is 
the Lord- and rejoice before Him.  Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily 
bears our burdens.  Our God is a God who saves.  (Psalm 68: 4, 19-20a) 
  
Song: Eternal Father, Strong to Savehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjcSpCSUjdk 
 
 
Prayer for Memorial Day 
As we remember those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy 
every day, we think of how they have followed in the footsteps of your son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Please hold our servicemen and women in your strong arms. Cover them 
with your sheltering grace and your presence as they stand in the gap for our 
protection.  We also remember the families of our troops. We ask for your unique 
blessings to fill their homes, and we pray your peace, provision, and strength will fill 
their lives.  May the members of our armed forces be supplied with courage to face 
each day and may they trust in the Lord's mighty power to accomplish each task. Let 
our military brothers and sisters feel our love and support. Most of all, we pray that you 
would turn the hearts of all – military and civilian – to your holy Word where we find the 
true peace for our sinful souls that surpasses all understanding. Keep us repentant of 
sin. Move us to know, take hold and treasure your saving grace. In the name of Jesus, 
our Savior and Your beloved Son, who alone gives this peace and hope for eternity, we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Song:  My Country, ‘Tis of Theehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VKj7FLg3WVA 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of life, Your Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  Your Spirit inspired the prophets 
and writers of Scripture.  Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge 
Him as Lord.  We ask that You will send Your Spirit now to give us deeper insight, 
encouragement, faith and hope through the proclamation of Your Holy Word.  Amen.  
 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading:  Acts 1: 1-14 
 
5 Ways the Ascension Benefits You 
Forty days after Jesus’s resurrection, the biblical storyline takes a remarkable turn: Jesus 
disappears. “He was taken up before their very eyes,” Luke tells us, “and a cloud hid him 
from their sight” (Acts 1:9). Two angels then tell the disciples that Jesus was “taken into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11) 

So what do we make of this plot twist in the Bible’s story? How should we understand 
our crucified and risen Lord’s ascension? Michael Horton observes that we typically 
“treat the ascension as little more than a dazzling exclamation point for the resurrection 
rather than as a new event in its own right.” 

Yet the ascension is a vital part of the redemption story. If we simply collapse the 
ascension into the resurrection, we miss stunning benefits tied directly to Jesus being 
taken into heaven. 

Here are five ways the ascension of Jesus benefits us. 

1. It establishes Jesus as the reigning king over all powers in all ages. 

Ephesians 1:20–21 speaks of the power God exerted when he “raised Christ from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come.” Further, we have been “seated with him in the 
heavenly realms in Jesus Christ” (Eph. 2:6–7). This is remarkable! As Peter 
O’Brien explains, “Not only do the readers participate in Christ’s resurrection life; they 
also share in his exaltation and victory over the powers.” 

Horton also explains how the ascension made this victory over evil powers possible: 

Jesus Christ did not ascend spiritually, leaving behind his body and world history; rather 
he ascended in the flesh, opening up space within history for the in-breaking of the 
powers of the age to come. 

For this reason, Paul summons us to stand against Satan’s schemes (Eph. 6:11). It’s the 
Lord’s power that makes this possible (Eph. 6:10)—a power we can access as believers 
seated in the heavenly realms with our ascended King. We need this power since the 
problems we face appear to be human conflicts, but are ultimately struggles with the 
forces of darkness (Eph. 6:12). 

 



2. It gives us access to God’s throne for mercy and grace. 

In Jesus “we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens” (Heb. 4:14). 
“Passed through the heavens” is the ascension language; Jesus passed through the 
heavens to be seated at the Father’s right hand (Heb. 1:3). 

What’s the result? We can now “draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). Whether we are battling 
cancer, bitterness, betrayal, pride, or discouragement, we can pray with confidence 
because of our ascended Lord who intercedes for us. 

3. It provides an Advocate on earth whose presence is limitless. 

The night before he was crucified, Jesus promised his disciples that he would “ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever—the 
Spirit of truth” (John 14:16–17). Later, he returns to this theme: “But very truly I tell 
you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not 
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you” (John 16:7). 

What advantage would this create for the disciples? They followed and loved Jesus. Why 
would they want him to leave so the Spirit could come? It almost sounds like a parent 
saying to their children, “It’s better if I leave so my cousin can come take care of you.” 
How is Jesus’s leaving an advantage for his disciples? 

The answer is simple, yet profound. The incarnate Jesus was limited by space and time. 
He couldn’t be with each one of his followers at once. I remember the frustration I felt 
when my twins, Anna and Ben, were playing basketball games simultaneously in 
different gyms. I watched one game until a time-out or end of a quarter. Then I ran 
through the hallways to the other gym. I wanted to be there for both, but it was 
impossible. I was limited by time and space. So was Jesus. If he had stayed on earth, he 
couldn’t have been there simultaneously for Peter in Rome and John on the island of 
Patmos. But the Holy Spirit can. His empowering presence is available to all Jesus’s 
followers everywhere at the same time. 

4. It gives us the spoils of Christ’s victory—gifted leaders and spiritual gifts.  

In Ephesians 4:7–12, Paul connects the grace we’ve received with the ascension. This 
grace refers to spiritual gifts Paul describes elsewhere (see 1 Cor. 12) and to the gifted 
ministers of the Word (Eph. 4:11). 

Paul makes the connection by quoting Psalm 68:18, a description of God’s triumphal 
ascension to his throne after leading his people out of Egypt and into Canaan. Frank 



Thielman writes, “Paul insists Psalm 68:18 refers to Christ. . . . Acting in the role of God 
himself in Psalm 68:17–18, Christ had triumphed over the cosmic forces arrayed against 
God’s people.” 

Then, from his lofty position at God’s right hand, Christ distributes gifts to God’s people 
to mature them. So we share in Christ’s heavenly triumph, Horton asserts, “not by 
imitating his ascension but by receiving its benefits—specifically the gifts and gifted 
leaders needed for building up the church in unity and maturity.” 

5. It keeps us longing for his return. 

At Jesus’s ascension, the two angels declared: “This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). The ascension creates a longing for Jesus’s return. It reminds us 
his reign is “already” but “not yet.” Though presently seated at the right hand of the 
Majesty in heaven (Heb. 1:3), Jesus will return earth to establish his kingdom in fullness 
and put his enemies under his feet (1 Cor. 15:24–27). 

It’s no wonder we are longing for the return of our King! When Jesus descends in the 
way he ascended, the bad times will be over for good, the darkness will lift, and 
everything sad will at last come untrue. 

Reflect on It Today  

Now you know why Jesus disappeared. His ascension wasn’t merely an exclamation 
point at the end of the resurrection; it provided his followers with power, grace, mercy, 
presence, gifts, and anticipation enabling them to advance his mission. 

On this Ascension Day (40 days after the resurrection), take time to reflect on how 
Jesus’s ascension changed everything. Respond to the psalmist’s call to “forget not all his 
benefits” (Ps. 103:2). Indeed, some of his most remarkable benefits flow to us as a result 
of Christ’s ascension to God’s right hand. 

Steve Mathewson is senior pastor of CrossLife Evangelical Free Church in Libertyville, 
lllinois. He is also director of the doctor of ministry program at Western Seminary in 
Portland, Oregon. You can follow him on Twitter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the 
gifts that surround us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your 
presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song: America, the Beautiful https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZalFp9WUyM 
 
Benediction: Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
Eternal Father, Strong to Save (The "Navy Hymn") 
Eternal Father, strong to save Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,  
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep Its own appointed limits keep;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea!  
 
O Savior, whose almighty word The winds and waves submissive heard  
Who walkedst on the foaming deep, And calm amidst its rage didst sleep;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea!  
 
O sacred Spirit, who didst brood Upon the chaos dark and rude, 
Who bad'st its angry tumult cease, And gavest light and life and peace;  
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea!  
 



O Trinity of love and power! Our brethren shield in danger's hour;  
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them wheresoe'er they go;  
And ever let there rise to Thee glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 
 
My Country, ‘Tis of Thee 
My country ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrim’s pride,  
From every mountainside let freedom ring! 
 
My native country thee, Land of the noble free, Thy name I love; 
I love thy rocks and rills, Thy woods and templed hills, 
My heart with rapture thrills, like that above. 
 
Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song; 
Let mortal tongues awake, let all that breathe partake; 
Let rocks their silence break, the sound prolong. 
 
Our fathers’ God to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light; 
Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King! 
 
America, the Beautiful 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 
 
O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife,  
who more than self their country loved and mercy more than life! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, and every gain divine! 
 
O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years; 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea! 
 
 
 
 


