
Where to Look 

Read Luke 12:13-21 

 Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  Some 

Bibles are called red letter editions; everything said by Jesus is printed in red ink; 

everything else is in black.  What ought to be done instead is that every time Jesus 

speaks a sign be posted: DANGER! HIGH VOLTAGE! 

  For most of us, as soon as we hear the word treasure we think of 

something that we most value.  It could be our most cherished relationships like 

our spouse, our children, our grandchildren, our best friend and so on.  For some 

treasure instantly brings to mind money, stocks, investments, possessions, or 

family heirlooms like silver and gold or grandma’s china.  

 But what if our most valuable treasure is our heart itself, the heart so many 

have lost along the way, the heart that when misplaced is so very hard to find, the 

heart that the pressure packed and competitive world is so skilled at afflicting 

with heart disease and swamping it under many lesser loyalties and rewards?  

Where shall we look then, in the season wherein we have become heartless?  Do 

we even know what we are looking for? 

As our text from Luke 12 opened today, a man ran up to Jesus and said, 

“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” Many of you 

have been around long enough to know just how easily families can get torn apart 

when it comes to dividing up an inheritance.  It is so common for greed and 

bitterness to arise, often from people from whom you least expect it, that it fails 

to surprise us at all.  In this man’s case it was his brother who was putting earthly 

treasure above his love for his own kin. 

 In those days people would often take family disputes to rabbis for 

adjudication. It would have been so easy for Jesus to call out the brother and say, 

“Yo bro! Do the right thing. It’s not right to violate justice in your own family so 

knock it off and give your brother what’s coming to him.”  But instead he said in 

essence, “It’s none of my business.”  Or as Luke recorded Jesus’ answer, “Friend, 



who set me to be a judge or arbiter over you?”  Why would Jesus rebuff him like 

that?   

I think the answer lies in the fact that Jesus was the ultimate spiritual 

director.  He knew that even if this man got his share of the family wealth he 

would forfeit the treasure his heart desired.  What really hurt him and what he 

really longed for was the love of his brother.  The unjust handling of inheritance 

treasure is basically saying, “These earthly treasures are more important to me 

than you are.  Our relationship is not worth preserving at such a cost.”   

Knowing what we do about Jesus and his priorities he might have advised 

this man to go home and say, “All these dollars and cents and family heirlooms 

are but trinkets to me.  You are my brother and I love you.  Take it all if you must 

but don’t let these things that will soon pass away anyway come between us.”  

Wasn’t it Jesus who told us to love our enemies?  Didn’t he say if someone asks 

for your shirt, give him your coat too?  The instant we let “stuff” come between 

us we’ve begun to violate the Holy Spirit’s presence in our hearts. We begin to 

lose our hearts the moment we place them in service of treasures that are 

unworthy of our best efforts and our deepest affections. 

Jesus turned immediately to the on-looking crowd and said, “Take care!  Be 

on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions.”  When I read these words a question popped into my 

head: how many kinds of greed are there?  As I thought about this it came to me 

that there are basically two kinds of greed.  One kind is the greed that will hold on 

tightly to what you have as though it is all you have.  “I own it; I control it; and you 

can’t have it!”  The other kind covets what you don’t have and are willing to fight 

to get it, even if the one who has it is your brother. Even though we are told in the 

Ten Commandments, “Thou shall not covet,” we think that righteous coveting is 

justified because injustice is keeping us from what we want. 

We can see that Jesus’ concern is “one’s life.”  To be overly concerned for 

material things misses the most important point.  Real life in Christ is deeper than 

justice; it is all about grace.  Greed steals your life and the objects of greed, the 

trinkets of worldly acquisition, when possessed will not satisfy you in the end.  



And Jesus always ministers with the end in view.  The end for Jesus is eternal life 

and eternal life has very little concern for possessions that soon will pass away. 

 Jesus was well aware that both brothers were infected with greed.  The 

one in charge was greedy to keep what was in his control and the one being 

denied his inheritance was greedy to get what he saw as being his by right. Jesus 

was working, as he always was and is, far beneath those surface treasures.  For 

Jesus, humanity’s real treasure was life lived abundantly in the Spirit. 

Jesus then told a parable to help bring his students down below the surface 

and engage with what is truly of ultimate importance.  Listen to it again from The 

Message: 

The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific crop.  He talked to 

himself: “What can I do?  My barn isn’t big enough for this harvest.”  Then he said, 

“Here’s what I’ll do: I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones.  Then I’ll gather 

in all my grain and goods, and I’ll say to myself, ‘Self, you’ve done well!  You’ve got 

it made and can now retire.  Take it easy and have the time of your life!’” 

Just then God showed up and said, “Fool!  Tonight you die.  And your 

barnful of goods—who gets it?” 

That’s what happens when you fill your barns with Self and not with God. 

That last line, “that’s what happens when you fill your barns with Self and 

not with God,” really captures the one main point of the parable.  We notice that 

the farmer was already rich before the bumper crop was even planted.  One tricky 

thing about riches is that, on the one hand we think they effectively secure our 

future, while on the other hand we fear that they won’t.  The spiritual and 

practical truth is that money can never secure our future, no matter how much 

we amass.  

 Riches can be lost or stolen.  Moth and rust can devour.  For the rich 

farmer, adding more to the pile of his wealth promised to make his future even 

more secure, so secure that he wouldn’t even have to work.  He embraced the 



well known ethos, “Eat, drink, and be merry,” while omitting to add the 

conclusion, “for tomorrow we die.”  Tomorrow you die Mr. Rich man; then what? 

The rich man has constructed a very small world for himself.  Scholars have 

pointed out that within just six verses, we see the personal pronoun “I” used six 

times, and we see the possessive pronoun “my” used five times in the same six 

verses.  He speaks of my crops, my barns, my grain, my goods, and my soul.  In the 

face of unexpected largesse he has no one to talk to but himself and no place to 

channel his good fortune in order to bless others.  He is a man totally hemmed in 

to the palace, a slum really, of his own ego.  He sees no other purpose for his 

blessings than to purchase his own personal ease and pleasure.   

And because he is indifferent to God he is missing every opportunity to 

please God by using his blessings to bless those in need.  Because he lives a life 

that we may characterize as practical atheism, when God suddenly appears, God 

calls him a fool.  The Greek word for fool used here is the same one that begins 

Psalm 14: “The fool says in his heart there is no God.” 

At first we may think that this story has nothing to do with us.  We should 

think again.  If you could gather up a barn full of pastors and ask them, “What is 

the greatest challenge you face in ministry today,” nine out of ten would likely say 

that religious indifference, now rampant in our contemporary culture, is their 

deepest concern.  People are wandering away from the community of faith into 

their own private spirituality which easily deteriorates into an “eat, drink, and be 

merry” la-la land where narcissism is the rule.  A rapidly increasing number of 

people are repeating the behavior we read about in the Book of Judges where 

people do only what is right in their own eyes with no reference to the presence 

and the will of God, experienced and lived out within the family of God called the 

Church. 

The rich man is a fool because he refuses to acknowledge that no matter 

how big his crops, no matter how much he has stored away in his barns, he is still 

dependent upon God.  As Bible scholar Arland Hultgren put it in his commentary 

on the parables of Jesus, such a person “becomes presumptuous in speech and 



behavior, damages the community, and becomes self-destructive.” (Hultgren, 

p.107)  

As I said before, this parable is about real, abundant life.  It is about our 

hearts and how we lose them and how to recover them with God’s help.  In John 

Eldredge’s book, Journey of Desire, I found this quote from playwright 

Christopher Fry: The inescapable dramatic situation for us all is that we have no 

idea what our situation is.  We may be mortal.  What then?  We may be immortal.  

What then?  We are plunged into an existence fantastic to the point of nightmare, 

and however hard we rationalize, and however closely we dog the heels of science 

or wheel among the starts of mysticism, we cannot really make head or tail of it. 

That sounds to me like a good definition of what it is like to be lost.  

Eldredge continues: “And what does Fry say we do with our dilemma?  The worst 

of all possible reactions”: We get used to it.  We get broken into it so gradually we 

scarcely notice it.  The tragedy as Eldredge sums it up is that “we leave our hearts 

by the side of the road and head off in the direction of fitting in, getting by, being 

productive.” Or as The Message puts it, “We fill our barns with self instead of 

God.”  We become fools.  We become increasingly deaf to the call of God upon 

our lives and in the process we become blind to the needs of our neighbors, the 

very ones God places directly in our paths so that we may be ambassadors of 

Jesus Christ, extending the Grace of God to the people we meet.  In the end it is 

impossible to be rich in the things of God and not become generous to our 

neighbor in need because the goodness of God is all about generosity. 

The greatest commandment is this:  “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all you soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”  Upon these two the whole law of God 

stands. You will not find your true heart by looking in the mirror.  The Greek myth 

of Narcissus, who fell in love with his own reflection in a pool of still water and 

refused to leave, eventually starving to death, gives us a true and fair warning.  

No, if you want to find your true heart, you will find it by looking with kindness 

and compassion into the heart of your neighbor.  By serving them you will serve 

God.  And serving God you will discover your abundant life which your deepest 



heart craves and desires. You will become rich toward God.  You will no longer 

live like a fool, imprisoned by your own greed. 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit rest upon you and remain with you, now and 

forevermore.  Amen.   

 

 

  


