
Steady in the Storms 

Read: Lamentations 3:19-33; II Thessalonians 3:1-5 

 Sing:  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come 

to an end; they are new every morning, new every morning; great is Thy 

faithfulness O Lord; great is Thy faithfulness.  

 These words come from the mouth of the weeping prophet Jeremiah who 

has had to live through one of the worst periods of Israel’s history.  He’s had a 

front row seat of invasion, with all its plunder, rape, violence and murder, with 

the survivors being dragged off into exile.  Everything people anywhere at any 

time hold dear had been taken away, everything that is, except God.  It seems like 

a very odd time to sing, or in Jeremiah’s case, prophesy about faithfulness and 

hope, but that’s just what we find embedded in this lengthly complaint born of 

misery, the book of Lamentations. 

  Like all the other fruits of the Spirit, faithfulness seems to dwell down 

much deeper than any circumstances the world may throw in God’s path and in 

ours. Some of the English words that cluster around the word faithfulness are 

steady, stable, firm, reliable, and steadfast.  As we’ve walked through the list of 

fruits of the Spirit as a way to get to know Holy Spirit’s heart toward us, as a way 

to get acquainted with Holy Spirit’s character, to become familiar with the Spirit’s 

ways and priorities, it strikes me with new force how all have an enduring quality 

that persists despite hard and harsh circumstances.   

We all know and believe by now that God does not change.  God is not 

moody.  God is not here today and gone tomorrow.  But we all also experience 

days, weeks, months, years, even decades where that knowledge comes under 

great pressure.  Where is God when it hurts?  Faithfulness exists in an 

environment that is full of enticements for us to become unfaithful.  God is always 

faithful but we are not always faithful.  And often we are haunted by questions 

we can’t answer and by needs that seem to go unmet.  We pray, “lead us not into 

temptation,” but yet into the maw of temptation we go, wondering about the 

faithfulness of God and certainly just how prone to unfaithfulness we are. 



Who among us has not wandered off, putting God off until later, re-

positioning God from first place on our list of priorities to somewhere down the 

line of things we deem as important and worthy of our full attention.  Should God 

really be pleased to hear that God has moved up from tenth position to fourth or 

even second?  To use a prominent sports image of recent times in the Delaware 

valley: is God just happy to make the playoffs, or to win the division?  Or does 

God really want to win the Super Bowl as God competes for our heart’s 

affections?  Does God expect to win us over by faithfulness for faithfulness to our 

covenant relationship with God or is God hoping for something less?  Is God really 

expected to be satisfied with the scraps, crumbs, and leftovers of our life’s 

commitments?  And should our holy and almighty God condescend to competing 

for our hearts at all? 

The place to start answering these questions is not in our fickle hearts.  

Where we begin and end is in the heart of God.  God has not fed us on crumbs, 

scraps, and leftovers.  God has redeemed us with the offering of a gift that is 

impossible to place any value upon other than to say it is priceless.  God has given 

his only begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  While we were dead in trespasses and sins, Christ died for the 

ungodly and ungrateful.  Could it possibly be true that by saving us, God has not 

only given us a magnificent gift?  Is our salvation a gift that God gives himself?  

That would only be true if God really, really loves us a great big whole lot!  And 

when you think about it, isn’t that what the Bible has been trying to teach us 

adulterous, unfaithful human beings for century after century?   

God is love.  For God to fail to love the creatures created out of the 

passionate desire of God’s own heart would be a violation of God’s character.  

God does not ever deny himself.  What God says is identical to who God is.  God is 

faithful.  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are perfect in faithfulness, to themselves and 

toward us.  That’s a rock we can stand upon.  That’s a hope upon which to build a 

life. 

 In response to our lost condition, God has given us life, and love, and joy, 

and peace.  God has been patient, kind, and generous toward us.  God has given 



us God’s Son, who has in turn given us Holy Spirit.  Maybe another word we could 

use to describe God’s faithfulness is relentless.  God is relentlessly pro-creation.  

We might say God is in God’s creatures’ corner, ever our Advocate, our counselor, 

ever our defender and friend. 

  God is relentlessly declaring that we, in spite of our confusion, rebellion, 

and hard-heartedness, are the apple of God’s eye.  God has made promises to us. 

God has promised to redeem us.  God has given us a name: God’s people.  God 

has promised those of us who believe the gift of eternal life.  Even more, God has 

established a covenant relationship with us.  In Jesus Christ, the covenant is brand 

new.  Jesus put it this way: “I will never leave you nor forsake you.  I am with you 

always to the close of the age.”   

Jesus’ incarnation drastically altered the spiritual landscape forever.  As 

Graham Cooke put it, the old covenant was a visitational culture; the new 

covenant is a habitational culture.  Holy Spirit no longer just pays us visits from 

time to time, coming to inspire, then leaving us on our own to live according to 

the light we receive in an ecstatic moment or a mountaintop experience.  Now 

Holy Spirit comes to stay, moves right into our deepest heart and makes God’s 

home there—forever!  No more coming and going.  Faithful!  Constant.  Reliable.  

Covenants are made to be honored.  Partners in covenant relationships 

agree to certain terms and conditions.  In biblical covenants, the terms and 

conditions were set by the greater partner and agreed to by the lesser.  Violation 

of a covenant was deemed a great evil.  Faithfulness was expected, even 

demanded.  God warned us of dire consequences unleashed in our lives by 

unfaithfulness. 

When we human beings want to establish a deep relationship, we often use 

the vehicle of covenant making to add solemnity and seriousness to the ties that 

bind us together.  Blest be the ties that bind!  But we are not God and sometimes 

for whatever reason, our covenant commitments shatter. It doesn’t mean we are 

bad people so much as it puts on display that we are weak and wounded people. 

Sometimes it is our covenant partners who are at fault; sometimes we are at 

fault; most often both parties share responsibility for covenants that break.  We 



may not be bad but we are far from perfect.  We are people in process of 

becoming what God intends and none of us are there yet.  There is work still to be 

done.  In our own strength, faithfulness sometimes escapes our grasp and we 

succumb to unfaithfulness.  And sadly, there is always a price to pay. 

 Think of how destructive unfaithfulness is in human covenants, and to 

human hearts as a result.  People make many kinds of covenants.  We take vows.  

We make promises.  We enter into partnerships, agreeing to be honorable, 

honest, and just in our dealings.  Then….then what?  We come under pressure.  

We become disappointed, then disillusioned, then desperate.  Things begin to 

break apart.  We no longer have the strength to hold up or hold on.  Faithfulness 

collapses into unfaithfulness.  It happens to good and well intentioned people and 

it is not that rare.  But it never happens with God.  The steadfast, faithful love of 

God never ceases; his mercies never come to an end.  They are new every 

morning.  It is to that source of faithfulness we must be and stay connected or 

else we will fall. 

There is a chilling chapter in Deuteronomy, chapter 28, which describes in 

brutal detail the consequences of human disobedience to the terms of our 

covenant with God.  Listen to this small portion of that chapter.  God warns Israel 

that she will be scattered among the nations and then says this:  

Among those nations you shall find no ease, no resting place for the sole of 

your foot.  There the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and a 

languishing spirit.  Your life shall hang in doubt before you; night and day you shall 

be in dread, with no assurance of your life.  In the morning you shall say, “If only it 

were evening!” and in the evening you shall say, “If only it were morning!”—

because of the dread that your heart shall feel and the sights that your eyes shall 

see. 

If nothing else we see that the consequences of unfaithfulness to God are 

really quite severe.  Some of the same symptoms doggedly stalk us in the valleys 

of our unfaithfulness to one another.  We begin to lose heart.  We lose our ability 

to see clearly.  We experience the withering of our spiritual vitality.  Time 

becomes a burden to be passed or killed or wasted where it once seemed like 



each day was a precious gift.  Faithfulness carries its own reward; so does 

unfaithfulness. 

Faithfulness is the fruit of living and walking by faith, over the long haul, 

through thick and thin, ups and downs, through what is easy and what is hard.  

Hebrews 11 says this about faith: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 

conviction of unseen realities.”  One scholar has defined it this way:  “Faith is the 

trust arising from a direct, personal relationship.  Faith is more than simply 

believing in a doctrine; it is the expression of a confident reliance upon God.”  

Faithfulness is the fruit that characterizes that personal relationship forged in 

faith, from God’s side first, and from our side as a result.   

As is true with all the other fruits of the Spirit, the manifestation of fruit in 

our lives is not instantaneous.  Fruit ripens in the context of a life-long, intentional 

walk with God.  God takes the initiative. Our connection to God is established by 

the faithful working of Holy Spirit, living in us and doing God’s work within our 

hearts.  

Faithfulness often is forged in a furnace.  Sometimes the heat comes from 

enemies without, and sometimes from the enemy within.  Paul urged the 

Thessalonians to “pray for us.”  He said that they needed to be rescued from 

wicked and evil people, “for not all have faith.”  But he said, “the Lord is faithful; 

he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.”  The implication is that 

faith is being opposed, both where he is and where they are.  In short, the 

opposition is everywhere.  

 And I love the closing petition to end the paragraph: “May the Lord direct 

your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ.”  Aren’t these 

the two main requirements for faithfulness, the love of God and the steadfastness 

of Christ?  The battles for faithfulness are won or lost in our hearts.  Faithfulness 

is impossible for hearts divided.  What we find when the Spirit of Christ dwells 

within us is a deep well of steadfastness.  There is a firm foundation in the life of a 

believer.  Christ is the solid rock upon which we stand. 

 


