
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
Here is the Worship Guide for the Sunday April 26th. I have been following the lectionary, 
however this week I felt led to do something different.  We have been unable to worship face 
to face for 6 Sundays now.  It seems unbelievable!  However, I trust in the fact that we will be 
together again, and our face to face worship will be even sweeter than before. This week we 
are focusing on our Hope, which is Jesus Christ.    My prayer continues to be that you will use 
this guide as an opportunity to worship together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common 
readings, prayers and music, and that you have found the guides useful.   For those of you that 
can access YouTube, I have included links for the music.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship” 

  
Decide on the space for your worship. 
 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 



Sunday April 26th 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember that 
during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. "The 
Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." 
Lamentations 3:18, 21-24 
  
Song: (choose one or both of the songs below to sing or listen to) 
The Solid Rock https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rkMapZB8qMk 
Cornerstone https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a3HH__-1Zbs 
 
Prayer for Peace – Be still, and know that I am God. Ps. 46:10 
Please pray the text from the hymn Be Still, My Soul 
Be still my soul the Lord is on thy side; Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; leave to thy God 
to order and provide; in every change He faithful will remain.  Be still my soul, thy best, thy 
heavenly Friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.  Amen. 
 
During the last 6 weeks we have been isolated from friends, family, activities, gatherings, and 
normal day to day activities.  The news can be scary, confusing, frustrating, and depressing.  As 
Christians, we have just celebrated the greatest gift that we have been given in the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Our sins have been forgiven.  We are no longer under the law, 
but instead by the grace of God, we have been given the gift of eternal life if we will only believe.  
But, the world around us is not joyful, or hopeful right now – so here is a reminder for us all! 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of life, Your Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers 
of Scripture.  Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge Him as Lord.  We ask 
that You will send Your Spirit now to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith and hope 
through the proclamation of Your Holy Word.  Amen.  
 
What Does the Bible Say about Hope? A Christian Study by Crystal McDowell from the 
website: www. whatchristianswanttoknow.com 
People can survive without much food, water, shelter, clothing, transportation, and even 
affection.  But without hope- many of us would’ve been in the grave by now. Hope is the 
essence of the Christian faith.  We hope to go to heaven one day, we hope that God hears and 
answers our prayers, and we hope that our labor isn’t in vain.   
 



But what if hope was unnecessary for our faith?  What if we could just look up and see heaven 
physically right in front of us?  What if we never had to persevere in faith and prayer?  What if 
everything you ever wanted just happened the way you planned? 
“For in this hope we were saved.  But hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for what 
they already have?”  Romans 8:24 
Without hope we can never fully trust in God with all our hearts.  Hope is grasping for what we 
can’t see, but we believe because of the assurance in our hearts from God.  What does the 
Bible teach us about hope? 
 
Hope brings security 
“You will be secure, because there is hope; you will look about you and take your rest in safety”  
Job 11:18 
The eternal hope in Christ means that you’re completely secure in God’s hand in this world and 
the next.  When the storms of life are raging, your anchor is the hope that God is in control.   
 
Hope brings confidence 
“No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame”. Psalm 25:3a 
Because of our hope in the blood of Jesus, believers don’t have to worry about the shame of our 
sins.  We confess our sins and are covered by His sacrifice.  Not because of our good works, 
but through the grace of God.  Christians can come boldly to the throne of grace and seek 
God’s help because of hope. 
 
Hope brings praise to God 
“As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more”. Psalm 71:14 
In the darkest hours and the deepest pain, Christians can still have hope.  Believers in Jesus 
Christ can praise Him even when everything around them looks bleak and dry.  Our hope in 
God reveals that He is in control and He uses everything for our good. 
 
Hope brings eternal value 
“There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off” Proverbs 23:18 
No matter what is going on around us – there is a future hope in Christ.  He’s not only working in 
us at this very moment, but He’s also working out our destiny in His kingdom.  Even in our 
physical death, we have hope of eternal peace, joy, and comfort. 
 
Hope brings strength 
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 
The demands of this life can beat us down spiritually, emotionally, and physically.  Yet 
remembering the hope we have in Christ to overcome evil with good, to bless and not curse, 
and to draw on His word gives us renewed energy to face the world. 
 
Hope brings goodness 
“The Lord is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him” Lamentations 3:25 
The favor of God rests on those who put their hope in Him.  He gives us the ability to excel in 
our gifts beyond our expectations.  Goodness from the Lord is evident in our speech and actions 
because of the hope we have in our hearts. 
 
 
 
 
 



Hope brings joy 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer” Romans 12:12 
Our outward circumstances may be exceptionally painful and difficult to deal with, but because 
of hope we still have joy.  The hope in Christ stirs up our joy so that we can praise the Lord in 
song and dance even in the midst of hardship. 
 
Hope brings love 
“And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us” Romans 5:5 
Hope reveals the love of God that is within every believer.  We are moved by the Spirit of God to 
show love to others in the hope that they will come to know Christ.  Hope is the filter in which 
love is expressed in action and not just words. 
 
Hope brings faith 
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” 
Hebrews 11:1 
The evidence or assurance of our faith in God is hope.  We don’t have to see Him to believe 
that He exists.  The Spirit gives witness to our spirit that hope in God is a sure foundation that 
we can build our lives on. 
 
Where is your Hope? 
Hope can be lost and found.  It can be as tiny as an atom and still pack a powerful punch in the 
eye of despair.  Hope is the gentle tug within the heart of every Christian to comfort us when we 
are tossed to and fro by trials.  Hope is a powerful stimulant for the brokenhearted and dejected.   
God has planted hope in the heart of every believer so that we can build a strong relationship of 
love and trust with Him.  Where is your hope?  Let it grow and nourish in the word of God every 
day.   
 
Here are some other verses about hope: 
“Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Romans 5:2 
 
“The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will perish.”  
 Proverbs 10:38 
 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful” 
Hebrews 10:23 
 
“For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. “they are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope”. Jeremiah 29:11 
 
“Through Him you have come to trust in God, who raised Him from the dead, and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.”  I Peter 1:21 
 
(choose to listen or sing one or more of the songs listed below) 
Days of Elijah https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ca9LnzJnpjQ 
What a Friend We Have in Jesus https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vlv0zzKs_rY 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 



Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to prayer by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
Please choose to sing or listen to either of the songs below: 
Jesus Messiah https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_6sZAPH26s 
My Jesus, I Love Thee https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvOpNk4jVis 
 
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forever.  Amen. 
The Solid Rock 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
Refrain 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand – All other ground is sinking sand, all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil.  (refrain) 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay.  (refrain) 
 
When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. (refrain) 
 



Cornerstone 
Verse 1 
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 
(REPEAT) 
 
Chorus 
Christ alone cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
Verse 2 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
Interlude 
He is Lord Lord of all 
 
Verse 3 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 
 
CCLI Song # 6158927 
Edward Mote | Eric Liljero | Jonas Myrin | Reuben Morgan | William Batchelder Bradbury 
© 2011 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
Days Of Elijah 
Verse 1 
These are the days of Elijah Declaring the Word of the Lord 
And these are the days Of Your servant Moses 
Righteousness being restored 
And though these are days Of great trials 
Of famine and darkness and sword 
Still we are the voice In the desert crying 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord 
 
Chorus 
Behold He comes 
Riding on the clouds 
Shining like the sun 
At the trumpet call 
So lift your voice 



It's the year of Jubilee 
And out of Zion's hill 
Salvation comes 
 
Verse 2 
And these are the days of Ezekiel 
The dry bones becoming as flesh 
And these are the days 
Of Your servant David 
Rebuilding a temple of praise 
And these are the days of the harvest 
The fields are as white in the world 
And we are the labourers 
In Your vineyard 
Declaring the Word of the Lord 
 
Bridge 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah 
There is no god like Jehovah (hey) 
 
CCLI Song # 1537904 
Robin Mark 
© 1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
What a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our Refuge – Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jesus Messiah 
Verse 1 
He became sin who knew no sin 
That we might become His righteousness 
He humbled Himself and carried the cross 
Love so amazing love so amazing 
 
Chorus 
Jesus Messiah, Name above all names 
Blessed Redeemer Emmanuel 
The Rescue for sinners - The Ransom from heaven 
Jesus Messiah Lord of all 
 
Verse 2 
His body the bread His blood the wine 
Broken and poured out all for love 
The whole earth trembled and the veil was torn 
Love so amazing love so amazing 
 
Bridge 
All our hope is in You - All our hope is in You 
All the glory to You God - The Light of the world 
 
Ending 
Jesus Messiah Lord of all - The Lord of all 
 
CCLI Song # 5183443 
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves 
© 2008 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Wondrously Made Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
My Jesus, I Love Thee 
My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine – For Thee all the follies of sin I resign; 
My gracious Redeemer, My Savior art Thou: if ever I loved Thee, My Jesus ‘tis now. 
 
I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me and purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree; 
I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow: if ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now. 
 
In mansions of glory and endless delight, I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so bright; 
I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow, “If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ‘tis now.” 


