
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
Here is the Worship Guide for this Sunday May 3rd.  Thank you to those who have shared with 
me how you are using the guide.  I am glad to know you are finding it useful.  I am back to the 
lectionary this week, and some additional scripture on giving God the glory.  When we are 
unable to follow our “normal” routine, unable to go where we want, when we want, and get 
what we want, it can be very frustrating. And consequently, we can then start grumbling, and 
just be miserable.  Friends, we have a great God, who deserves our praise, at all times!  So, 
even though we can’t be physically together offering our praise, let’s still do it, knowing that we 
are together at a distance.   My prayer continues to be that you will use this guide as an 
opportunity to worship together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common readings, prayers 
and music.  For those of you that can access YouTube, I have included links for the music.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship” 

  
Decide on the space for your worship. 
 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 



Sunday May 3, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember that 
during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship  
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. "The 
Lord is my portion," says my soul, "therefore I will hope in him." 
Lamentations 3:18, 21-24 
  
Song:  
All Creatures of our God and King https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XIsG6xLkhTU 
 
Give Him Glory – verses from Col. 1:15-20; Heb 12:2; Rev 5:12,13 
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by Him all things 
were created; things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers 
or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and 
in Him all things hold together.  And He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.  
For God was pleased to have all Hi fullness dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to 
Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His 
blood, shed on the cross.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 
 
Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise!  To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honor and glory and power, forever and ever! 
 
Song: Revelation Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dsiDukXIeVY 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and to 
give more than we either desire or deserve.  Pour upon us the abundance of your 
mercy.  Forgive us those things which our conscience is afraid to admit is not your will for our 
lives, and give us those good things for which are not worthy to ask for, but which you have 
promised to us, through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit.  One God, forever and ever.  Amen. 



 
Prayer for Illumination 
God of life, Your Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers 
of Scripture.  Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge Him as Lord.  We ask 
that You will send Your Spirit now to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith and hope 
through the proclamation of Your Holy Word.  Amen.  
 
Scripture Readings: 
Old Testament Psalm 23 
New Testament John 10:1-15 
 
Scripture study information taken from biblestudycourses.org, and enduringword.com 
 
“Jesus the Good Shepherd” 
As we read the passage in John 10, we need to understand that Jesus is speaking as a follow 
up to what happened in John 9 – Jesus healed the blind man and the Pharisees, rather than 
rejoicing in this man being healed, instead were more concerned with Jesus’ breaking sabbath 
rules.   
Verses 1-6 Jesus contrasts Himself as the true shepherd  
Verses 7-10 Jesus portrays Himself as the door of the sheepfold, who in contrast to 
these false shepherds, came to give abundant life to His sheep  
Verses 11-15 He explains how as the good shepherd He lays down His own life to provide 
life for His sheep 
 
1. How does Jesus describe Himself in John 10:7 (printed below?) What does He mean? 
Therefore Jesus again said to them, I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. (John 10:7) 
Jesus declares that He is “the gate for the sheep.” In other words, Jesus is claiming that He is the One 
who provides entrance into “the sheepfold,’ and He is the only entrance into the fold. As He makes clear 
in John 14:6, Jesus is declaring that He, as the eternal Son of God and the Savior sent by God, is the 
only way by which we can be redeemed from the righteous judgment of God and restored to fellowship 
with God. Jesus alone can give us access to the kingdom of God. 
2. What promise does Jesus make to those who believe in Him? See John 10:9 (printed below) 
I am the gate; if anyone enters in through me he shall be saved, and shall come in and go out, and shall 
find pasture. (John 10:9) 
Jesus assures us that whoever “enters in through him”—i.e.; whoever receives Him as their Savior and 
trusts in Him alone for entrance into the kingdom of God—shall surely be saved. For those who trust in 
Jesus, salvation is not a possibility, it is a certainty. It is a certainty guaranteed because of Christ’s 
atoning sacrifice on the cross of Calvary whereby the justice of God was totally satisfied on behalf of all 
those who accept Jesus as their Savior. Jesus further promises that everyone who trusts in Him “shall 
come in and go out, and shall find pasture.” That is to say, all those who trust in Jesus will find continuing 
acceptance with God the Father and shall experience the spiritual life of nourishment and satisfaction that 
is only found in a saving relationship with His Son the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3. How does Jesus contrast Himself with “the thief?” See John 10:10 (printed below) 
The thief only comes in order to steal and kill and destroy; I have come so that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. (John 10:10) 
The sole purpose of the thief is to steal, to kill, and to destroy; and the ultimate thief is the devil himself 
(John 8:44b). In contrast to the thief, Jesus declares that as the Good Shepherd He came that we might 
have life. Jesus further declares that as the Good Shepherd He came to offer an abundance of life to 
those who trust in Him. 
4. How does Jesus compare Himself to “the hired hand?” See John 10:11-13 (printed below) 



I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (12) The hired hand is not a 
shepherd—the sheep do not belong to him. When he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. (13) He runs away because he is a hired hand 
and does not care about the sheep. (John 10:11-13) 
A hired hand works with the sheep, but he is not a shepherd; he works for money, he feels no love or 
devotion to the sheep. The hired hand does not have a personal interest in the sheep because they do 
not belong to him: the sheep are his living, but they are not his life; he tends the sheep, but he is not 
tenderly attached to them. The hired hand will not risk his life for the sheep: he sees the wolf coming, he 
forsakes the sheep and runs for his life; he flees because he does not care about the sheep. In contrast 
to the hired hand, Jesus declares that as the Good Shepherd, He cares for the sheep, so much so that 
He willingly lays down His life for His sheep. 
5. What does Jesus emphasize that He will do for His sheep? See John 10:11,15,17-18 (printed 
below) 
I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep…(15) just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep…(17) The Father loves me 
because I lay down my life—I lay it down in order that I may take it again. (18) No one takes it away from 
me, I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it again. I 
received this commandment from my Father. (John 10:11,15,17-18) 
Six times in this passage Jesus declares that as the Good Shepherd He will lay down His life for His 
sheep. Because of His commitment to His Father, and because of His great love for His sheep, Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd protects His sheep with His own life (verse 15b). In an emergency a good shepherd 
would venture to risk his life for his sheep (note 1 Samuel 17:34-35, where David relates his experience 
as a shepherd); but Jesus, as the Good Shepherd, came into the world for the express purpose of 
voluntarily laying down His life for His sheep! Jesus laid down His life to protect His sheep from the 
righteous wrath of God (Isaiah 53:4b-5) by satisfying the righteous demands of God’s justice (note 1 John 
4:10). In His resurrection life Jesus continues to plead on behalf of His people and guarantees our 
protection until we arrive safely at our heavenly Father’s home (note Hebrews 7:25). 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.   



 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to prayer by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Song: His Name Is Wonderful https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KCYidpA7-4A 
 
Benediction: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
All Creatures Of Our God and King 
All Creatures of our God and King, Life up your voice and with us sing Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, thou silver moon with softer gleam, O praise Him, O praise 
Him, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, O praise Him, Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice, Ye lights of evening find a voice, O praise Him, O Praise Him, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Thou flowing water pure and clear, Make music for thy Lord to hear, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest man both warmth and light, O praise Him, O 
praise Him, Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
And all ye men of tender heart, forgiving others take your part, O sing ye, Alleluia! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, Praise God and on Him cast your care, O praise Him, O 
Praise Him, Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Let all things their creator bless, and worship Him in humbleness, O praise Him, Alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the son, And praise the Spirit, Three in One, O praise Him, 
O praise Him, Alleluia, alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Revelation Song 
 
Verse 1 
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Holy holy is He 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on 
Heaven's mercy seat 
 
Chorus 
Holy holy holy 
Is the Lord God Almighty 
Who was and is and is to come 
With all creation I sing 
Praise to the King of kings 
You are my ev'rything 
And I will adore You 
 
Verse 2 
Clothed in rainbows of living color 
Flashes of lightning rolls of thunder 
Blessing and honor strength and glory 
And power be to You the only wise King 
 
Verse 3 
Filled with wonder awestruck wonder 
At the mention of Your name 
Jesus Your name is power breath and living water 
Such a marv'lous mystery yeah 
 
CCLI Song # 4447960 
Jennie Lee Riddle 
© 2004 Gateway Create Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC 
Cook])) 
For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 986477 
 
His Name Is Wonderful 
 
His name is wonderful, His name is Wonderful, His Name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord; 
He is the mighty King, Master of everything, His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 
 
He’s the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages, Almighty God is He; 
Bow down before Him, Love and adore Him, His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord. 


