
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
It’s hard to believe that Easter is here, and we still don’t know when we will be able to worship 
again face to face.  However, I hope that you will use this guide as an opportunity to worship 
together in Spirit and in Truth, and share in common readings, prayers and music.  This worship 
guide is for Sunday April 12th – Resurrection Sunday.  For those of you that can access YouTube, 
I have included links for the music.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship” 

  
Decide on the space for your worship. 
 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 When ready, follow the worship guide 
 
We hope that this will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal worship, and of 
course our prayer is that we will be together again very soon! 
 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday April 12th – Resurrection Sunday 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family and sense 
the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  Remember that 
during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship Psalm 57: 8-11 
 Awake, O harp and lyre!  I will awake the dawn.  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among 
the nations.  For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; your faithfulness extends to the 
clouds.  Be exalted, O God, above the heaven.  Let your glory be over all the earth.   
 
Hymn:  Christ the Lord is Risen Today https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzy7jFNUc3w 
 
Prayer of Adoration: 
We give you thanks, great God, for the hope we have in Jesus, who died but is risen and rules 
over all.  We praise you for His presence with us.  Because He lives, we look for eternal life, 
knowing that nothing past, present, or yet to come can separate us from Your great love made 
known in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:  John 20: 1-18 
 
(choose to listen or sing one or more of the songs listed below) 
Easter Song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6S3dp6elpw 
Christ Arose https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BYMCZNHPmg 
Forever https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKzS4SjBeb8 
 
God’s Amazing Grace (from our Red Hymnal #200) 
 
From the fullness of His grace we have all received one blessing after another.  For the law was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 
Having loved His own who were in the world, He now showed them the full extent of His love. 
 
God demonstrates His own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. 
 
Because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. 
 
This is how God showed His love among us:  He sent His one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through Him.  This is love:  not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
   John 1:16-17; 13:1; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor. 8:9; Eph. 2:4-5, 1John 4:9-10 



On this day when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord, and shout – 
HE IS ALIVE!  HE HAS RISEN FROM THE DEAD! May we recognize the gift that has been 
given to each of us.  We are no longer bound by “the law” but are now free from the law, 
if we just believe.  God’s grace has redeemed us.  Philip Bliss, the hymn writer, who 
wrote It Is Well With My Soul, also penned a hymn called Free From the Law.  It is not as 
well-known as some of his other hymns, but the words speak to our celebration of this 
day. 
 
Free From the Law 
Free from the law, O happy condition, Jesus hath bled, and there is remission; 
Cursed by the law and bruised by the fall, Grace hath redeemed us once for all. 
 
Once for all, O sinner, receive it, Once for all, O brother, believe it; 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, Christ hath redeemed us once for all. 
 
Now we are free, there’s no condemnation, Jesus provides a perfect salvation; 
“Come unto Me,” O hear His sweet call, Come, and He saves us once for all. 
 
Once for all, O sinner, receive it, Once for all, O brother, believe it; 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, Christ hath redeemed us once for all. 
 
“Children of God,” O glorious calling, Surely His grace will keep us from falling; 
Passing from death to life at His call, Blessed salvation once for all. 
 
Once for all, O sinner, receive it, Once for all, O brother, believe it; 
Cling to the cross, the burden will fall, Christ hath redeemed us once for all. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 (Sin and evil are real, and no one is without sin.  Naming the evil robs it of power and 
frees us from the mistaken belief we should, or can, be sinless.  Confession and forgiveness in 
Jesus Christ sets us free from sin and guilt, and allow us to live joyfully dependent upon God’s 
grace.  At the ellipsis (…) add your own confession.) 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart 
and mind and strength.  We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  Hear now and accept 
our personal confessions…. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall 
be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness (Pardon) 
 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven!  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in eternal life.   
 
Hymn:  Because He Lives https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4M-zwE33zHA 
 
 
 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our risen 
Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring 
about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the 
splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the gifts that surround 
us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your presence.   
 
We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to prayer by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: He Lives https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xpJfT4_COzY 
 
Benediction: May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 
good for doing His will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. (Heb. 13:20-21) 
 
The Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI6dsMeABpU&t=23s 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Al-le-lu-ia! Sons of men and angels say: Al-le-lu-ia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Al-le-lu-ia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply: Al-le-lu-ia! 
 
Lives again our glorious King, Al-le-lu-ia! Where, O death is now thy sting? Al-le-lu-ia! 
Dying once He all doth save, Al-le-lu-ia! Where thy victory, O grave? Al-le-lu-ia! 
 
Love’s redeeming work is done, Al-le-lu-ia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Al-le-lu-ia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Al-le-lu-ia! Christ has opened Paradise, Al-le-lu-ia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Al-le-lu-ia! Folowing our exalted Head, Al-le-lu-ia! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Al-le-lu-ia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Al-le-lu-ia! 
 
Easter Song 
Hear the bells ringing, they’re singing that we can be born again. 
Hear the bells ringing they’re singing “Christ is risen from the dead!” 
The angel, upon the tombstone said, “He is risen just as He said.” 
Quickly now, go tell His disciples that Jesus Christ is no longer dead! 
Joy to the world, He is risen, alleluia, He’s risen, alleluia, He’s RISEN, 
Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia! (repeat from beginning) 
 
Christ Arose 
1-Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior! Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord!  
(Refrain) Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes:  
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, And He lives forever with His saints to reign, 
He arose, He arose, Hal-le-lu-jah! Christ arose. 
2-Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus my Savior! Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord! (refrain) 
3-Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus my Savior! He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord! (refrain) 
 
Because He Lives 
God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus, He came to love, heal, and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon; an empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 
(refrain) 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, Because He lives all fear is gone; 
Because I know - He holds the future, and life is worth the living just because He Lives. 
 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride, and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance, this child can face uncertain days because He lives. (refrain) 
 
And then one day I’ll cross the river, I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 
And then as death gives way to victory, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives. (refrain) 
 
 
 



He Lives 
I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today; I know that He is living, whatever men may say; 
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, and just the time I need Him He’s always near. 
 
(refrain) 
He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!  He walks with me and talks with me along life’s 
narrow way.  He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing, Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the 
King!  The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find; None other is so loving, so good 
and kind.  (refrain)  

Forever (We Sing Hallelujah) 

Verse 1 

The moon and stars they wept 
The morning sun was dead 
The Savior of the world was fallen 
His body on the cross 
His blood poured out for us 
The weight of every curse upon Him 

Verse 2 

One final breath He gave 
As heaven looked away 
The Son of God was laid in darkness 
A battle in the grave 

The war on death was waged 
The power of hell forever broken 

Pre-Chorus 

The ground began to shake 
The stone was rolled away 
His (perfect) (reckless) love could not be overcome 
Now death where is your sting 
Our resurrected King has rendered you defeated 

Chorus 



Now forever He is glorified 
Forever He is lifted high 
And forever He is risen 
He is alive and He is alive 
(REPEAT) 

Bridge 

We sing hallelujah we sing hallelujah 
We sing hallelujah the Lamb has overcome 
(REPEAT) 
 
We sing hallelujah we sing hallelujah 
We sing hallelujah 

Ending 

And now death where is your sting 
Our resurrected King has overcome 
He's overcome oh 
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