
Dear Friends at FPC Merchantville, 
 
Here is this week’s Worship Guide.  As restrictions have been changing, the Session 
has been discussing the safest way to open, but it will not be this Sunday.  More 
information will be forthcoming as soon as possible.  In the meantime, this week we will 
be in the book of Romans.   
 
Suggestions for using this guide would be the following: 
Gather Worship Materials – 
 A Bible – (A study bible may be helpful if you have one) 
 A Candle 
 This Worship Guide 
Optional Materials – 
 A Cross or other representations of God’s acts of salvation 
 Flowers, shells, or other objects of nature 
 Art supplies 
If you have children 

Children may be permitted to bring a beloved stuffed animal or doll with the 
explanation that “it’s always good to invite a friend to worship”  

Decide on the space for your worship. 
Prepare Your Heart. 
 Set up your selected worship space  
 Worship at 10:00am on Sunday morning as if we were in our church sanctuary 
 Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence 
 
I hope that this guide will help you to feel God’s presence in this time of personal 
worship, and may the Lord continue to bless and keep you. 
 
Please don’t forget to mail in your offering, or go online at www.fpcmerchantville.org 
 
In Christian Love and Service, 
 
 
Kim Tomlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



June 21, 2020 
 
Gathering Around the Word 
“The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth.”  John 4:23a 
 
Prelude:  Light your candle as a sign of the Lord’s presence. Think of your FPC family 
and sense the others in the congregation, especially those that you usually sit near.  
Remember that during this time, we are worshipping together.   
 
Call To Worship Psalm 29:2 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of His 
holiness. 

A Prayer of Blessing for Fathers  

Dear Lord, Bless every father and every grandfather with the best of your spiritual 
blessings today. Let him know he is not alone in the tasks you have given him to 
provide for and support those under his care. Show him how much you delight in his 
work, and affirm the value of whatever You have given him to do—both as a father or 
grandfather and as a child of Yours. Confirm his worth daily so he has no reason to 
doubt whether he is loved in the eyes of his Heavenly Father. 

Create in him a deep sense of trust in You, knowing that He can count on You to help 
him lead and protect those dependent on him. Let him know that every unselfish act of 
love and encouragement he has offered has been a gift that You receive gladly. Show 
him how effective the prayers of a godly man really are, and what a difference he has 
and can make to those around him, no matter how big or small the assignment. 

When challenging times push him beyond his limits, assure him that You can take Him 
further into the realm of possible impossibility. Speak deep into his spirit the powerful 
words he longs to hear from You—that nothing can ever separate him from Your love. 
Help him to grasp firmly the promises of Your Word, standing with faith on the things 
You declare are true. Reward him for his faithfulness past, present, and future, assuring 
him that true success and satisfaction don’t lie in his accomplishments or accolades, but 
in the steadfast, Christ-like character You are forming in him. 

Demonstrate to him Your amazing grace and forgiveness as he seeks to love and to 
know you with all of his heart, soul, and mind. Release him from unwanted burdens of 
false guilt, and bless him for his willingness to keep short accounts with You, forgiving 



both himself and others. Help him to see his children or grandchildren through Your 
eyes, realizing that in Your hands is the safest place they can ever be. Strengthen his 
confidence in the Only One who can bring good out of any situation. 

Teach him how to meet the needs of his child’s life that are within his ability to do so, 
but help Him to trust You for the rest. Push out any needless fears, and grant to him 
godly wisdom and spiritual guidance to lead and direct those precious children in Your 
path, knowing he must also release them into Your hands with prayerful love. 

Complete any healing of past hurts or regrets that may interfere with parenting or grand 
parenting his children. Build in him a sense of joy, humility, and playfulness that draw 
his family close. When plans don’t develop as he hopes, or dreams are not yet realized, 
open his eyes to see beyond this world to a greater joy that never disappoints, and to a 
Father who will never leave or abandon him or his loved ones. 

Give him a passionate faith, a persevering spirit, and a powerful testimony that 
overcomes any weakness or doubt, as he wears the armor of God daily You have 
provided for him as a spiritual leader and child of God. 

Today, on special days, and for all the days of his life, fill him with the best of Your 
blessings, so that one day he will stand before you and hear Your ultimate words of 
praise, “Well done, my son, well done!” In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

written by Rebecca Barlow Jordan posted on www.crosswalk.com 

Song:  God of our Fathershttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD_k6BRMsEw 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Dear Lord, Open our eyes that we may see the truth in your word for each of us.  Open 
our ears, that we may hear the voices of truth you have clearly sent for each of us.  
Open our hearts, that we may prepare to love each other as you have commanded us.  
Illumine us, Spirit divine.  Amen 
 
Scripture Readings:  
Old Testament: Psalm 86 
New Testament: Romans 6: 1-14 
 
 
 
 
 



Are	We	to	Continue	in	Sin	That	Grace	Might	Increase? 
• Resource	by		

John	Piper		
• Scripture:	Romans	6:1–14				Topic:	Identity	in	Christ	

• 	
One of the Greatest Issues in Life	

As	we	enter	Romans	6,	we	are	taking	up	one	of	the	greatest	issues	in	the	

Christian	life.	And	that	means	one	of	the	greatest	issues	in	life,	period.	Because	

the	only	life	that	will	lead	to	eternal	life	is	the	Christian	life.	So	what	we	are	about	

to	see	is	relevant	and	crucial	for	everybody,	whether	they	call	themselves	

Christian	or	not.	Muslims,	Buddhists,	Hindus,	Jews,	spiritualists,	atheists	–	every	

person	who	is	descended	from	Adam	needs	to	know	what	Romans	6	teaches.	

What	Paul	describes	here	is	not	provincial	or	parochial	or	sectarian	or	regional	

or	ethnic.	It	relates	to	everybody	because	it	describes	the	only	kind	of	life	that	

leads	to	eternal	life.	All	of	us	are	sinners	and	guilty	because	we	are	united	to	the	

first	Adam.	We	will	be	saved,	or	not,	because	we	are	united	by	faith	to	Jesus	

Christ,	the	second	Adam.	And	there	is	a	kind	of	life	that	comes	from	being	united	

to	Christ.	That	life	leads	to	heaven.	And	that	life	only.	That	is	what	is	at	stake	in	

Romans	6.	

One	way	to	see	this	is	to	jump	to	the	end	of	the	chapter	and	look	at	verse	22:	"But	

now	having	been	freed	from	sin	and	enslaved	to	God,	you	derive	your	benefit,	

resulting	in	sanctification	[or	holiness],	and	the	outcome,	eternal	life."	Notice	

carefully:	What	is	eternal	life	the	outcome	of?	It	is	the	outcome	of	"sanctification"	

or	"holiness"	or	"freedom	from	sin	and	slavery	to	God."	In	other	words,	Romans	

6	deals	with	the	kind	of	life	that	leads	to	eternal	life:	What	it	is	and	how	to	live	it.	



But	now	let's	go	back	to	the	beginning	of	the	chapter	and	find	out	how	this	

subject	was	raised	and	how	it	relates	to	the	teaching	on	justification	by	grace	

through	faith	that	dominated	Romans	1-5.	

Shall We Sin So That Grace May Increase?	

Paul	came	to	the	end	of	Romans	1-5	with	the	most	radical	emphasis	possible	on	

justification	by	grace	through	faith,	apart	from	works	of	the	law.	He	taught	

(in	Romans	5:18)	that	"as	through	one	transgression	[of	Adam]	there	resulted	

condemnation	to	all	men,	even	so	through	one	act	of	righteousness	[of	Christ]	

there	resulted	justification	of	life	to	all	men."	In	other	words,	our	union	with	

Adam	brought	us	condemnation	because	of	his	disobedience;	and	our	union	with	

Christ	brings	us	justification	because	of	his	obedience.	This	is	extreme	grace:	

Christ's	obedience,	not	ours,	is	the	ground	of	our	justification.	God	reckons	us	

righteous,	and	accepts	us,	not	because	of	deeds	done	by	us	in	righteousness	

(Titus	3:5),	but	because	of	deeds	done	by	Christ	in	righteousness	(Romans	5:18).	

The	whole	point	of	bringing	Adam	into	the	picture	here	at	the	end	of	Romans	1-

5	is	to	make	this	radically	gracious	way	of	justification	dangerously	clear.	We	are	

condemned	in	Adam	as	his	sin	is	credited	to	us;	we	are	justified	in	Christ	as	his	

righteousness	is	credited	to	us.	

Now	what?	Why	do	I	say	that	this	teaching	about	Adam	and	Christ	makes	

justification	by	grace	"dangerously"	clear?	Because	of	what	people	may	do	with	it	

–	the	way	they	may	distort	it,	the	way	they	draw	implications	from	it	that	seem	

right,	but	are	dead	wrong.	Paul	knows	the	way	his	radical	teaching	on	

justification	by	grace	through	faith	apart	from	works	(Romans	3:28)	is	most	

often	distorted.	So	he	brings	it	up.	



He	plays	his	own	worst	adversary	in	Romans	6:1.	He	has	just	said	in	Romans	

5:20,	"Where	sin	increased,	grace	abounded	all	the	more."	Now	he	asks,	"What	

shall	we	say	then?	Are	we	to	continue	in	sin	so	that	grace	may	increase?"	Here	is	

the	great	objection	to	justification	by	grace	through	faith	apart	from	works	of	the	

law.	It	seems	to	open	the	door	to	rampant	sinning.	In	fact,	it	seems	to	invite	more	

sinning	because	if	grace	is	God's	act	to	forgive	and	accept	sinners	on	the	basis	of	

Christ's	righteousness,	not	ours,	then	would	not	that	grace	shine	all	the	brighter	

if	we	kept	on	sinning?	The	more	sin	there	is,	the	more	forgiveness	there	is.	And	

the	more	sinning	there	is,	the	greater	must	be	the	righteousness	of	Christ	to	

compensate	for	it.	So	doesn't	Paul's	radical	teaching	on	justification	open	the	

door	to	careless	living	and	indifference	to	holiness?	

That	is	the	question	Romans	6	(indeed	6-8)	is	meant	to	answer.	Here	is	his	

answer:	Verse	2:	"May	it	never	be!"	

Why Not? 

First	his	answer	is,	"No!"	"May	it	never	be!"	We	are	not	to	continue	in	sin	so	that	

grace	might	increase.	That	is	a	wrong	conclusion	to	draw	from	his	radical	

teaching	on	justification	by	grace	through	faith	alone.	But	now	why?	That's	the	

content	of	Romans	6	–	why	do	people	who	are	justified	by	grace	through	faith	

alone	not	continue	in	sin?	You	can	see	how	tremendously	practical	this	becomes.	

Justified	people	do	not	continue	in	sin	that	grace	may	abound.	Why	not?	How	

not?	That's	the	issue	now.	

Today	I	just	want	to	give	a	very	brief	overview	of	his	answer.	Then	we	will	step	

back	and	look	at	some	specifics.	So	what	is	Paul's	answer	to	why	those	who	are	

justified	on	the	basis	of	Christ's	righteousness,	by	grace,	through	faith	alone	

do	not	continue	in	sin	that	grace	might	increase?	



Before	we	give	Paul's	answer,	be	sure	you	see	what	his	answer	is	not.	This	is	

crucial.	His	answer	is	not	that	the	objection	has	misunderstood	the	radical	

character	of	justifying	grace.	Paul	did	not	say,	Oh,	you	misunderstood	–	I	didn't	

really	mean	that	justification	is	all	of	grace	and	all	based	on	the	righteousness	of	

Christ	and	only	obtained	by	faith	without	works.	He	didn't	say,	What	I	really	

meant	was	that	justification	is	really	based	on	your	behavior	after	all.	He	did	not	

say	that	justification	won't	lead	to	lawlessness	because	law-keeping	is	part	of	

what	you	have	to	do	to	get	justified.	He	might	have	corrected	his	opponents	this	

way,	if	he	thought	that	was	their	mistake,	but	he	didn't.	That	wasn't	their	

mistake.	They	saw	something	correctly:	justification	is	really	by	grace	through	

faith	alone	on	the	basis	of	Christ's	righteousness	alone.	That	is	how	we	get	right	

with	God.	That	is	the	foundation	of	the	Christian	life.	It's	this	radical	view	of	grace	

that	seems	to	cause	the	problem.	

So	then,	what	is	Paul's	answer	to	why	people	who	are	justified	by	grace	through	

faith	do	not	continue	in	sin?	His	answer	is	in	verse	2.	After	he	says,	"No,	may	it	

never	be!"	he	gives	the	basis	of	his	answer	in	the	form	of	a	question:	"How	shall	

we	who	died	to	sin	still	live	in	it?"	That's	his	answer	in	the	briefest	form.	The	rest	

of	the	chapter	explains.	

We Can't!	

Let's	make	sure	we	see	this	little	sentence	clearly.	It's	a	rhetorical	question.	That	

means	Paul	doesn't	expect	an	answer.	He	expects	us	to	see	the	answer	already	in	

the	question,	when	he	says,	"How	shall	we	who	died	to	sin	still	live	in	it?"	The	

answer	is,	We	can't.	In	other	words,	rhetorical	questions	don't	expect	answers;	

they	make	statements.	



For	example,	kids,	if	your	dad	says,	"How	are	you	going	to	keep	your	room	neat	if	

you	throw	your	clothes	on	the	floor	and	never	hang	them	up	or	put	them	in	the	

drawers?,"	he's	not	looking	for	an	answer.	He's	making	a	statement:	You	won't	

keep	your	room	neat	if	you	throw	your	clothes	on	the	floor	and	don't	hang	them	

up.	Or	if	your	mom	says,	"How	can	you	expect	people	to	be	your	friend	if	you're	

not	friendly?,"	she's	not	looking	for	an	answer.	She's	making	a	statement.	

Perhaps	a	plea.	You	won't	have	friends	if	you	are	not	friendly.	

Well,	that	is	the	way	Paul	is	using	the	rhetorical	question	in	Romans	6:2.	He	is	

not	expecting	an	answer;	he	is	making	a	statement:	"How	shall	we	who	died	to	

sin	still	live	in	it?"	There	is	no	answer	to	this	"how"	question.	We	can't	live	in	sin	

if	we	died	to	it.	That	is	his	statement.	That	is	his	answer	to	the	objection.	

So,	in	summary	form:	

§ Objection:	If	justification	is	on	the	basis	of	Christ's	righteousness,	not	ours,	by	

grace	through	faith	alone,	then	shouldn't	we	continue	in	sin	that	grace	might	

increase?	

§ Answer:	No!	

§ Reason:	Because	if	you	died	to	sin,	you	can't	go	on	living	in	it.	Or	to	put	it	bluntly:	

Dead	people	don't	sin.	

The	rest	of	Romans	6	is	explanation.	So	let's	just	look	at	the	structure	of	the	

explanation	today,	and	then	in	two	weeks	dig	into	the	practical	teaching	of	how	

this	really	works	in	our	daily	lives.	

Why Don't Dead People Sin? 



Is	it	important	that	you	know	this?	Look	at	verse	3	for	Paul's	answer.	After	giving	

his	summary	explanation—Dead	men	don't	sin—he	asks,	"Or	do	you	not	

know	that	all	of	us	who	have	been	baptized	into	Christ	Jesus	have	been	baptized	

into	His	death?"	"Do	you	not	know?"	Have	you	not	been	taught?	Surely	you	know	

these	things.	Surely	someone	explained	to	you	what	your	baptism	means.	In	

other	words,	Paul	believes	that	this	is	important	to	know	and	that	it	is	surprising	

when	Christians	don't	know	it.	So	if	we	have	failed	you	and	not	taught	you	this,	

let's	grow	now	in	the	knowledge	and	the	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	(2	Peter	

3:18).	

The	explanation	Paul	gives	for	dead	people	not	sinning	can	be	summed	up	in	

three	steps.	

1. When	Christ	died,	believers	in	some	crucial	sense	died	in	him	and	with	him.	

2. When	Christ	rose,	believers	in	some	crucial	sense	were	made	alive	in	him.	

3. Therefore,	believers	are	commanded	to	become	in	practice	what	we	are	in	Christ:	

dead	to	sin	and	alive	to	God.	

Look	at	a	text	or	two	for	these	three	steps.	

1. When Christ died, believers in some crucial sense died in him and with him.	

§ Romans	6:5,	"For	if	we	have	become	united	with	Him	in	the	likeness	of	His	death	

.	.	."	

§ Romans	6:6,	"Knowing	this,	that	our	old	self	was	crucified	with	Him,	in	order	that	

our	body	of	sin	might	be	done	away	with."	

§ Romans	6:8,	"Now	if	we	have	died	with	Christ	.	.	."	

So	there	is	a	union	with	Christ	that	makes	what	happened	to	him	valid	for	us	in	

him.	When	he	died,	we	died.	That	is	the	key	to	why	the	justified	do	not	go	on	

sinning.	Dead	people	don't	sin.	Of	course	that	raises	the	question	of	



perfectionism	and	how	free	we	actually	are	from	sin.	That	we	will	deal	with	in	

the	coming	weeks.	

2. When Christ rose, believers in some crucial sense were made alive in him.	

§ Romans	6:4b:	".	.	.	so	that	as	Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	through	the	glory	of	

the	Father,	so	we	too	might	walk	in	newness	of	life."	

§ Romans	6:5,	"For	if	we	have	become	united	with	Him	in	the	likeness	of	His	death,	

certainly	we	shall	also	be	[united	with	him]	in	the	likeness	of	His	resurrection."	

The	believer's	union	with	Christ	not	only	means	that	we	died	when	he	died,	but	

that	in	his	resurrection	our	new	life	to	God	was	secured.	In	some	sense	we	died	

with	him	and	came	alive	to	God	with	him.	Paul	is	cautious	here,	and	doesn't	say	

that	we	rose	[past	tense]	with	him.	We	will	examine	why	in	the	weeks	to	come	

(see	2	Timothy	2:18).	

3. Therefore, believers are commanded to become in practice what we are in 

Christ: dead to sin and alive to God.	

§ Romans	6:11,	"Even	so	consider	yourselves	to	be	dead	to	sin,	but	alive	to	God	in	

Christ	Jesus."	

§ Romans	6:13,	"Do	not	go	on	presenting	the	members	of	your	body	to	sin	as	

instruments	of	unrighteousness;	but	present	yourselves	to	God	as	those	alive	

from	the	dead."	

Notice	carefully,	Paul	does	not	draw	the	conclusion	of	a	mechanical	or	automatic	

obedience	from	our	death	and	resurrection	with	Christ.	He	does	not	say,	"Since	

you	all	died	to	sin	in	Christ	and	are	alive	to	God	in	him,	there	is	no	need	for	me	to	

command	you	to	do	anything,	and	there	is	no	act	of	obedience	involved.	There	is	

only	an	automatic,	mechanical	outcome	of	sinlessness.	You	died	to	sin;	so	you	

automatically	don't	sin.	You	are	alive	to	God;	so	you	automatically	serve	God.	No	



need	for	commands."	No,	that	is	not	what	he	says.	Instead	he	says,	you	died,	so	

consider	yourselves	dead.	You	are	alive,	so	consider	yourselves	alive	to	God.	You	

are	.	.	.	so	now	become	what	you	are.	

We	are	justified	by	grace	through	faith	alone	because	of	our	union	with	Christ	

whose	righteousness	is	counted	as	ours.	And	now	we	see	that	this	same	union	

with	Christ	explains	why	we	will	not	continue	in	sin.	I	hope	you	can	see	how	

crucial	this	is	and	will	stay	with	me	and	learn	with	me	how	to	live	as	justified	

people.	O	how	free	and	peaceful	and	joyful	and	radical	we	would	be	if	we	learned	

this	together.	I	will	do	my	best	to	open	it	for	us.	Pray	with	me	that	we	see	it	and	

live	it	–	to	the	glory	of	Christ:	our	righteousness.	

John	Piper	(@JohnPiper)	is	founder	and	teacher	of	desiringGod.org	and	chancellor	of	Bethlehem	College	&	
Seminary.	For	33	years,	he	served	as	pastor	of	Bethlehem	Baptist	Church,	Minneapolis,	Minnesota.	He	is	
author	of	more	than	50	books,	including	Desiring	God:	Meditations	of	a	Christian	Hedonist	and	most	
recently	Coronavirus	and	Christ.	
SERIES:  R O M A N S :  T H E  G R E A T E S T  L E T T E R  E V E R  W R I T T E N  
	
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
Ellipses(…) in prayers indicate a pause for silent prayer. 
Satisfy us with your love in the morning, and we will live this day in joy and praise. 
Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn bringing the glory of our 
risen Lord who makes every day new.  Especially we thank you for: 
 The beauty of your creation…. 
 The new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness… 
 The sustaining love of family and friends…. 
 The fellowship of faith in your church… 
Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.  Especially we pray for: 
 Those who govern nations of the world… 
 The people in countries ravaged by poverty and warfare… 
 All who work for peace and international harmony… 
 All who strive to save the earth from destruction… 
 The church of Jesus Christ in every land… 
 Those who serve and protect us every day… 
 The Doctors and Nurses and all medical staff serving us during this pandemic… 
Eternal God, your touch makes this world holy.  Open our eyes to see your hand at 
work in the splendor of creation, and in the beauty of human life.  Help us to cherish the 



gifts that surround us, to share your blessings, and to experience the joy of life in your 
presence.  We ask this through Christ our Lord who taught us to pray by saying: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Benediction: II Corinthians 13:11, 13 
Finally brothers and sisters, farewell. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one 
mind, live in peace.  And the God of love and peace will be with you.  May the grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  
 

God of our Fathers 
 
God of our fathers, whose almighty hand leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor thru the skies, our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 
 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past, in this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 
Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide and Stay, Thy Word our law, Thy paths our chosen 
way. 
 
From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, Be Thy strong arm our ever-sure defense; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 
Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, lead us from night to never ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, and glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine! 
 
 


